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COMMANDER’S REPORT

The holiday season is fast upon us and everyone is gearing up for the New Year.
Our Department membership goal for the month of December is 75% and | have
every confidence Post 137 will meet and surpass this goal. Don't forget, your 2007
membership dues are increasing on Dec. 15" by $5.00 across the board. This includes

Commander renewals, new applicants and dues for those over 80 years of age. Now is also a good
DENNIS time to consider a "Paid Up For Life" (PUFL) membership. We have the PUFL
THOMPSON applications here at the office and | encourage every Legionnaire to stop by and

complete one.

I want to express my personal thanks to all of you who attended and participated in the
Jacksonville Veterans Day Parade. Our Post was well represented and every member should be
proud of the volunteers of Post 137 who made the extra effort to make the parade a success. The
“Early Bird Dinner" and Bloodmobile Drive were also well attended on Nov. 11™. My compliments
to 1% Vice John English and Adjutant/Service Officer Fred Bergman for their hard work and
dedication in helping make Veterans Day a great affair at our Post Home.

Auxiliary President Congratulations are also in order to our Post 137 Marines who made the "Corps Birthday
JERIWEST Bash" a memorable event at the TIKI on Nov. 10", This was a great party and your Commander felt
privileged to speak to the group.” Semper Fi, fellas!"

Our House Committee, headed by Tom Tercha, is hard at work with a list of priorities for
maintenance as well as improvement of our Post Home. A recent rash of emergency "must do"
maintenance items has put the crew behind but | have been assured the gathering of materials is
almost complete in order to begin installation of the automated back gate. Tom's crew hopes to
complete the installation as soon as possible. Don't forget the clean-up day scheduled for the
morning of Dec. 2", All hands are needed to help spruce up the facilities of our Post Home.

S.A.L. Commander It has been very encouraging these past few months to see a change for the good in attitude at
WM “BILL" KELLY | our post. A lot of "negativism" of the past has disappeared and been replaced with volunteers who
demonstrate a "Can Do" spirit. No task too big or small can be done or continued by only one
person. We can accomplish a whole lot more by everyone pulling together as a team for the good of
Post 137. | encourage all of you to do your part by attending and supporting the many functions and
programs sponsored by this Post and the American Legion. | thank all of those who give of their
time and services. Please continue to volunteer when needed.

Chef de Gare | want to take this opportunity to wish everyone in our "Legion Family" a wonderful
BARRY Christmas Holiday and a very Happy New Year. | look forward to a great year for Post 137 for 2007
CONGRESSI and hope you and yours have a prosperous one. Remember, "Enthusiasm is Contagious".

For GOD and Country,
Dennis Thompson, Commander




SERVICEOFFICER REPORT:

Florida now has a secure website to provide emergency information in case of an accident.

Go to: https://www6.hsmv.state.fl.us/dIcheck/findcustomer

This emergency information website was developed for quick notification in cases of accidents or medical
emergencies. . If you use this site be sure to keep it updated so you do not end up slowing down the response
time. You may enter two (2) emergency contacts on your Florida Driver License (electronically) which can only
be retrieved by a police officer. It is very easy to inter the information. All you need is your emergency contact
Name, address, and phone number. It takes less than five minutes to complete.

Note: This can also be accomplished at your local DMV office if you do not have a computer. OK, OK, if you
want me to help you fill out the information just see me in the office Monday, Wednesday, or Friday 3:00PM -
5:00PM

Can you stop a debt collector from contacting you?

If a collector goes to your home or calls you on the phone and you want to stop them from returning, ask who they
work for and what debt they are collecting for. Tell the collector you are writing a letter to stop the collection and
to please give you the appropriate address to send the letter.

You can stop a debt collector from contacting you by writing a letter to the collector telling them to stop. Once the
collector receives your letter, they may not contact you again except to say there will be no further contact or to
notify you that the debt collector or the creditor intends to take some specific action. Please note, however, that
sending such a letter to a collector does not make the debt go away if you actually owe it. You could still be sued
by the debt collector or your original creditor. But, writing the letter will give you time to research the validity of
the debt and possibly work out a compromise with the creditor if you actually owe the debt.

Where can you report a debt collector for an alleged violation?

Report any problems you have with a debt collector to your state Attorney General' s office and the Federal Trade
Commission. Many states have their own debt collection laws, and your Attorney General' s office can help you
determine your rights.

Or go online to www.FTC.GOV.

For the Members,
Fred Bergman, Service Officer
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Don’t forget to get your TICKETS FOR THE POST NEW YEARS EVE PARTY here at the Post
Home. This year’s festivities are being planned now, so don’t delay and have a good time at our
party, with refreshments and live entertainment.

ATTENTION: For those members who do not have plans for Christmas, we will be having a covered
dish dinner at the forty & eight building on Christmas Day

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY DEC.17t% in the MOON Bldg at 2 p.m.
SANTA will arrive on A BIG RED FIRETRUCK,
and I hearddd,,, he is bringing some of his ELVES along with him. WOW

BINGO: Last night for BINGO & a LITE SUPPER is Dec 11". Watch the BUGLER for the NEW
START DATE for 2007. Thank you for playing! BINGO COMMITTEE 2006.

POST 137 CLEAN-UP DAY DEC. 2"° at 9 am -- Let’s get ready for CHRISTMAS!
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I would like to express my personal appreciation to those who participated in the Jacksonville
Veteran’s Day Parade. “Mucho Grande” Thanks to Sammy D “The Caddy Daddy” for his loan of the
vehicles which carried the Commander and Crew at this event. Post 137 can be proud of all the
volunteers who made Post 137’s efforts a success

To John Fredickson, We are very happy you are back home and feeling better, Stay Well.
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Thank you Post 283 for inviting Post 137 Junior Nola M. to participate with your envoy. Amanda C.
of Post 283 and Nola M. did a great job pushing 93 year old WWII Veteran Hal Harper in his
wheelchair from the P. Osborne Center to Altell Stadium.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all you Sagittaurians and Capricorns, and many more to come.
BUGLER CREW, Thank you all for a great year! Ms’s Sylvia G. and Grace Mc C. you are my
strength. You keep me going, “I love you.” My wish is for all to be well and in

the “HOHO”SPIRIT. MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR, Nora




1°"VICE REPORT:

GREETINGS: Post 137 is growing. At the November 4th
meeting, 15 members were read in, 9 new and 6 transfers. Did
you know that your post has the largest membership in district 5
and competes with 17 other posts for membership? Since | am on
the subject, I would like to remind those of you who have not
payed their dues for 2007. The official cutoff date is December
15th. After that, the price increases. You can help by reminding
your fellow legionnaires of this date and in the process save them
some money.

The early bird dinner was November 11th. | hope everyone
had a chance to take advantage of it. | would like to thank all of
those people who helped especially the SAL and Auxiliary. | will
recognize these individuals in next months Bugler. There is one
person | would like to say a special thanks to. She helped in all
aspects of the dinner, decorating, cooking, serving, and cleaning
up afterwards. That's my wife Beverly. | wish she still worked at
our Post. She is a special person with a lot of Love, Spirit, and
Enthusiasm. | think someone said that's contagious.

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY -- John English

2"°VICE REPORT:

O.K! We made it another year. Our post is growing and looking
s000 good. Now it is time to celebrate all of our blessings; those
things we take for granted and the family and friends we assume
will always be around. We are blessed beyond any other country
in the world. A huge “THANK YOU?” to everyone who has made
a donation, paid for a meal, had a drink, brought in clothing,
collected special items, and washed a dish or mopped a floor.
“Thank You” to every member for paying your dues and helping
to make it possible for Post 137 to provide the services we freely
give.

I look forward to seeing you all at the Breakfasts, Dinners,
Christmas Parties and Special Events through out the month of
December. Come celebrate the Season. Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to You and Yours.

For God and Country, Dan Grant

3%° VICE REPORT:

We had the annual children’s Halloween Party on the 29" of
October and it was a great success. The following people helped
build the haunted house and the rest of the props: Bill Lomax,
John Kelly, Ray Runyan, Norman Gentry, Bob Shupe, J.J.
O’Brien and his duck, “Aflack.”

The following members of the Auxiliary helped set up,
decorate, donated sweets, worked in the kitchen, cleaned up,
worked the games and on and on: Diane Congressi, Joann Kelly,
Sandy Gentry, Ann Gray, Vivian Grant, Sylvia Gariepy, Gracie
McClung, Nora and Nola Marcantel, Janice and Ashley Lane,
Sally Bryan, Connie Manning, Donna Snook, Emma Lafrance,
And my grandson, Barry Congressi.

As you can see, it takes a lot of help for a production like the
Halloween Party. These people put in a total of 102 hours and
traveled 116 miles. We had 35 children 42 adults. Thanks to you
all.

The children’s Christmas Party will be on Dec. 17". Santa
will be there. There will gifts and food and fun.

For God and Country, Barry Congressi, 3 Vice

4" VICE REPORT:

On Friday Oct. 27", we made our monthly trip to Lake City
V.A. Hospital. The following members of Post 137 and Voiture
304, 40/8 were present: Lewis & Ann Gray, Norman & Sandra
Gentry, Jack & Connie Manning, Dale Pruwitt, Joe & Patsy
Kohten, Carl & Myra Jowers, John & JoAnn Kelley, Charles &
Debra Geisinger and Cauleen Dolan for a total of16 volunteers, a
very good showing, Thanks.

We started Bingo at 7 pm, with 26 patients present. We gave
out $100.00 in cash for winners in Bingo, $70.00 for refreshments,

$40.00 credit to A.L. Unit 137 and $30.00 credit to Cabane 304,
$400.00 for books /magazines credit to Unit 137, for an overall

credit of $570.00, total miles 1,936, total hours 80.

Our next V.A.V.S. visit will be Friday Dec.1%. This will be our

combined Christmas visit to Lake City; Santa will be present to
give out gifts (ditty bags). We depart the Post at 4:30 pm.

On Tuesday, Oct.24™, 7 cosmetology students enrolled in
F.C. C. J. Cosmetology Program and Instructor, Mr. Joseph Wise,
went to the V.A. Hospital at Lake City to provide haircuts for the
patients.

Twenty-five haircuts were provided. The students and their
instructor left F.C.C.J. at 8:45 a.m. and returned at approximately
3 p.m. Legionnaire Myra Jowers coordinated the visit with Ron
Joyner, Asst. Chief of Volunteer Services at the V.A. Hospital to
insure that American Legion Post 137 received credit for the visit.
This visit gave the students additional experience in haircutting
and the opportunity to give back to the men who have served our
country. All though many of the students were sadden by the
patient’s physical and psychological conditions they were gratified
to have brightened a Veteran’s day while performing a much
needed service. We look forward to making this trip again with the
next shipboard barbering class in Jan. or Feb.

Remember if you would like to participate in our V.A.V.S.
Program, see me or any post officer for information. Or Just Read
Your Bugler. Yours in Service, Lewis Gray



AMERICAN LEGION POST 137 VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH

The Legion Family member’s who volunteer each month to staple, fold, and label and prepare for mailing the many issues
of The Bugler. These people are a real asset to Post 137. We are blessed to have them and | thank each and every one for their
assistance. “Nora’s Raiders”, as | like to call them, really put their hearts into their work. This monthly gathering has become
somewhat of an event, which I feel is deserving of praise.
Dennis Thompson, Commander

PRESIDENTS REPORT

We held our regular monthly meeting Nov. 2, 2006. Our Vice President Joyce Bramer read in our new members and they
were accepted, none were present. Our 2" Vice Barbara Miles resigned, so we are desperately looking for a replacement. The
cookbooks were also turned in. We will start working on these again after the first of the year, Janice Lane will be asking for
your help. We had 4 Juniors attend Mid- Winter Conference, Emily Casto, Skye & Jaye Cox and Nola Marcantel . The first 3
are new members. Our senior juniors Ashley L. & Nola M. worked the Halloween Party. Our Children & Youth Chairman,
Diane Congressi thanked everyone that helped she said there was too many to name.

Our Junior Chairman, Linda Cumbie is very proud of these girls. Here’s hoping we get the program active again. As always
we need more participation in our meetings and programs, all of the work is done by a few!!
(Notes from Oct) We would like to thank the following for all their hard work in the kitchen in October, Joyce and Mike
Barmer, Sandra Sikes, Carl Rusk and Vera, Amanda and Paul Stevens and everyone else that has helped us. Also thanks to
Diane Congressi and Jo Ann Kelly for rounding up a crew to do the Auxiliary breakfast Nov. 12". As I said previously we need
a cook!!!!
Sincerely,
Jeri West

Combat Wounded Relief Program

Since the “War on Terrorism” was declared, Post 137 has actively supported a Combat Wounded Relied Program with a
great deal of success. Through the efforts of the membership we supported both the 86™ and 10™ Combat Support Hospitals
stationed in Iraq.

With the passing of time and establishment of general support from all over America, these hospital units have secured in
excess most of the items originally needed and requested of our Post. | am very proud of Post 137 for rising to the occasion and
providing what was then needed. | feel now is the time for us to consider new avenues of support. Therefore, | am
recommending the membership consider submitting the names and addresses (APO’s) of active duty service men and women
who are serving in harms way. This information together with some kind of a list of their unit’s needs, would allow us to re-
establish a program, which | prefer to call “Combat Unit Support.”

If you know of a member of this Post , a son, daughter, grandson or granddaughter of a member of this Post, who is
overseas serving in hazardous duty and in need of items which we as volunteers can provide, please contact the office and let me
know.

Commander



CABANE 304:
No Rendezvous in December 2006
Hope everyone had a nice Thanksgiving. Merry Christmas, and I hope to see you at the “Party” on
Dec. 231, Cocktails at 6 pm party at 7 pm. Please bring a wrapped gift. Mark the package male or Female.
Next Rendezvous will be January 234, hope to see you there at 7 pm.
Merdi,
Betty Lomax, La Presidente

40 & 8 REPORT

The wreck will be take place on the 17" and 18" of Nov. Kangaroo court at 7:30 PM on the 17", The wreck
starting at 9:00 AM on the 18", We have 8 PG’s -- 5 from VV-304 and 3 from V-1604.

The Voiture Christmas Party will be on Dec. 23™. My helpers and I will be doing the cooking. Adjustment hour
at 6 PM, dinner at 7 PM and Santa after dinner.
Yours in service, Barry Congressi, Chef de Gare

MARINES CELEBRATE

231" BIRTHDAY:

On Nov. 10" over 100 well-wishers turned out to commemorate
231 years of service the U.S.M.C. has given America. A Marine
history was given by Ret’d Gy/Sgt. Ray Runyon and former Sgt.
Dennis Glisson and John English. Brig. Gen. Charles Dorman and

Are you 62 years old or more
and own your own home?
Would you like to pay off

your existing debts?

Post 137 Cmdr. Dennis Thompson addressed the crowd. Among Would you like additional
honored guest were active duty Gy/Sgt. Callie Adams, S/Sgt. monthly income?
Darren Jones, Sgt. Angel De Jesus and just in from Ramadi, Iraq

James W. Travis. A huge cake was cut and the Senior Marine With a Reverse Mortgage
present Ret’d Gy/Sgt Bob Boyd was served first, as is tradition. A Your current mortgage is paid and
delicious spread was prepared by many and overseen by Ms. You can receive

Beverly English. Music by Tish & Sammy”D” with beautiful a |ump sum cash payment or
weather “by mother nature.” You can receive additional

Monthly income for life or
You can receive a Line of credit and
With a reverse mortgage
your payments are tax free and
You pay back “nothing” as long as you
live in the home and
The home remains in your name.

For information on Reverse
Mortgages and other loan services,
call Fred Bergman (904) 505-4260

ADJUTANT’S REPORT: e-mail Fbergman@comcast.net

Legionnaires, | am happy to say that we are right on goal as far as
membership renewals. For those of you that have not renewed for
2007 your pre-increase membership renewal for 2007 is due by 14 December 2006 only two weeks away. On 15
December 2006 the increase will be $5.00 for each category of membership. Also, if you have renewed for 2007, as the
membership increase approaches please think about a Pay Up For Life (PUFL) membership. The rates will never be
lower and you can beat the increase but you have to act now. | applied for my PUFL last week as there are definite
benefits for doing so i.e., not having to renew your card each year and ensuring your eligibility for “Early Bird” status
(and free dinner). Not having a break in membership years (due to a myriad of unforeseen reasons) affecting you “years
of continuous membership” status. If you desire to apply for PUFL see the friendly folks in the Post 137 office suite. Post
Business Office is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday between the hours of 1:30 and 5:00 pm (except holidays).

For the Members,

Fred Bergman, Adjutant




60 YEARS OF POST 137 MEMORIES!
I don't know what year this happened. It was before | became a member of the Post. However, | have
heard the story.

In Memory of Mac "Mustard" McGurn

Apparently there was a very big issue being discussed dealing with Post finances. The arguments went
back and forth. There were fierce discussions on the issues with a lot of shouting. The hall was filled with
tension about the subject.

Arriving late to the meeting, Mac was not aware of what was going on. As he sat down, it was apparent
that he had something on his mind.

As the Commander opened the floor for comments, Mac stood up and, according to those that were there
that day, loudly complained that although he appreciated the fact that hot dogs were available, he wanted, no,
he demanded, to know why there was no mustard for the dogs.

His comment broke the tension and he gained his nickname of Mustard McGurn.
| have no idea about the outcome of the vote on the issue in question that day, but it was certain that the Post
would no longer be without mustard for the hotdogs!

Post 137 2007 Calendars

The Post calendars for 2007 are now available! This is a limited edition with pictures taken from the Mae

West Follies. Cost is $10 apiece. All proceeds go to V.A.V.S and the Christmas basket program.
Don't miss out on your chance to own one of these collectible calendars!

Thanks go to Joann Kelley and Diane Congressi for being the force behind the Mae West Follies. They
worked long and hard to make sure that the event was a great success. It was difficult to choose which of the
numerous pictures supplied for the calendar should be used. Thanks ladies for a job well done!

Also, | would like to thank Paul of OSI Products for providing this calendar at his cost. No profit for this
young man! If you need some printing needs, contact Paul at OSIProducts@aol.com. Be sure to mention my
name, Jerry Lepore.

T CHAPLAIN’S REPORT XX

The Holiday’s are upon us and 2006 is almost history. This year has really gone by quickly.

I hope everyone had a nice Thanksgiving and look forward to all the Christmas festivities with friends
and family and the beginning of a New Year.

Please be reminded to continue your support of the projects offered by our Post. Christmas Baskets
is a worthwhile project which helps to make Christmas brighter for many needy families. This project is
very costly and needs your help in order to be successful.

A dedication of the park down by the river is in memory of George and Corrine Derrick. This
ceremony is scheduled for Dec. 9th immediately following our monthly meeting. George and Corrine
lovingly gave many hours of their time and service to the American Legion particularly Post 137. This is
our way of showing our appreciation for their years of devoted service. Some of George and Corrine’s
family will be in attendance, so we are asking that our members, who can attend this service, be there to
lend your support.

I wish each and every one of you and your families a very safe and Merry Christmas and a most
joyful New Year.

Again it is my sad duty to list the names of the following Legionnaires who have transferred to Post
Everlasting.

EDGAR EUGENE FOOSHEE and NORMAN D. Mc CORD

Please keep these Legionnaires and their families in your thoughts and prayers.
For God and Country,
Gene Odom



HISTORIAN'S REPORT:

Recently | was given the task of sorting through a number of old books and photographs. There were a lot
of pictures and newspaper articles. | even found articles dating back to 1945. The1945 articles commented about
the "Yukon Club", which is where Post 137 originated.

Now the pictures and articles are deteriorating. In an effort to preserve things | have been taking pictures of
each picture, article or page. Everything is then put on the computer and will be downloaded to a CD, but there are
two problems.

First in each decade there is an "Unknown" folder. In these folders are pictures for which | can figure the decade
but not the year. If you can help please let me know.

Second: there's a gap between the late 70s and 2004. Again, if you have pictures from the 80s or 90s please
contact me; once copies are on the computer your pictures will be returned.

The moment is history only if it is documented. Pictures document Legion events. Join in and be a part of the
picture.

Rick Wiggs

EMPLOYMENT OFFICER:

Networking is Name of Game at Job Fairs

What is a job fair? That’s when employers gather their printed pens and candy dishes and head out to
hotel ballrooms and school gyms.

If you’ve attended a job fair, you know what to expect. There will be a registration table to include
your name for drawings or to drop off your resume to be copied to all attending employers. There might be
speakers offering advice. And there will be a roomful of employers, standing their folding tables, with
information and applications to hand out.

But what there might not be are jobs. When the economy is uncertain, the prospect of job openings at
these gatherings is equally uncertain. So, why do employers attend? For the same reason you should: to
meet people... to NETWORK.

To get you in the right frame of mind, here is a short list of do’s for your next job fair.

DO ...

Bring lots of resumes, on good stationery. Consider printing some business cards as well. Include your
name, contact information and the type of work you are seeking.

Plan to stay a while. If you can spare a couple of hours at least, you will force yourself into being more
thorough with each interaction. Just cruising past tables to drop off resumes is a bad strategy because it
doesn’t take advantage of the opportunity to meet people.

Listen more than you speak. This is the opportunity to learn about companies and make inside contacts.
Gather business cards or other contact information from each table.

Plan to follow up with key companies within the next few days with a letter or phone call. Your goal is to
set a meeting where you can speak with someone without the distractions of the job fair.

Ask good questions. Not just which jobs are open, but also: What’s new at you company? Where’s the
growth happening in your industry? How do you compare to your competitors? What do you see for your
field in the future? What are the qualities you seek in a job candidate?

Network with other job seekers. Ask what kind of work they’re seeking, which employers they’ve talked
with already and what resources they might have to share. Be ready to share your information too. In fact,
consider setting up coffee dates with anyone with whom you feel a connection. You need support as much

as you need job leads.

Next month | will issue a list of DON'TS for your next job fair.
Frank Madigan

Employment Officer




CLUB MANAGER -BILL KELLY

The Holiday time is a busy time. Come on out this month for our Lounge Christmas Party Saturday Night the 23" for fun and
gifts. Don’t forget our Lounge New Years Party on the 31% at 6PM. Get your tickets now before they sell out. Christmas baskets will
be made on Sunday the 17" and delivery is scheduled for the 18", they always need a helping hand.

Saturday the 9" will start off with a Legion Meeting at 10 AM and following the meeting we will be Dedicating the new Point
Park with a ceremony honoring George and Coreen Derick. Special Guest will be the Department of Florida Commander George
Wehrli. Latter that night our own 5" District Commander Sean Compton will be hosting a District Dinner for Commander Wehrli at
our Post. Let’s all turn out and give our Commander a big Post 137 Welcome that weekend. Commander Wehrli will be with us all
weekend in our RV Park. | know everyone will be on their best behavior.

Don’t forget the Post Clean-up Day is scheduled for the 2™ at 9AM -- coffee and donuts at 8:30. A volunteer is needed to do our
marquee in the front of our building on Sunday; it takes less than a half hour of your time. Please contact myself or any other Legion
Officer.

A big Thank You to Ray Runyan for all his help and assistance with running this club. Job Well Done.

New & Improved Movie Night

A great escape from shopping! We will be installing our glass wall to separate our theater from the bar.
Quiet & Dark provide for a true movie experience. Our 6’ high definition TV is set high up on the wall for best
viewing.

Discount beer pitchers $4 & pizza $5

December Features

Thurs, Dec.14™ 6:45 pm “THEM” award winning classic sci-fi with James Arness.

(double feature) 8:30pm “ OPEN WATER” based on true events, sharks & nudity

Thurs, Dec. 21% 7:00pm “DUMA” a boy and his cheetah (PG)

Thurs, Dec 28" 7:00pm “ A SOUND OF THUNDER?” time travel sci-fi

Come by & read each movie label on our new “MOVIE PANEL” Thurs’s are great!

JEROME (JERRY) CROLEY, JR.
REALTOR® /BROKER - SALES PERSON
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS
COLDWELL THNKING OF BUYING, SELLING OR

BANKER RE_.OCATING?
ANY ATY, ANY STATE, | CAN HEL P!

WALTER WILLIAMS
REALTY INC.
6983-5103" Street
Jacksonwille, FL 32210
(904) 703-4616 DIRECT
(877) 482-4575 TOLL FREE

Please \isit my web site:

jerrycroley.com American Legion Post 137
Veterans of Foreign Wars

Loyal Order of Moose Heet Reserve Assoc.




