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COMMANDER’S REPORT

Legionnaires: Membership renewals are still ahead of goal; however, | urge each and

= every one of you to continue your efforts by signing up new members! Post 137 can and will
prosper with the help of existing membership as well as the influx of new members. Only
through growth can our fine organization prosper and prepare for the future. In addition,
Coﬁmr:ger growth can produce new volunteers, which will enable us to continue and improve upon the
THOMPSON many fine programs of the American Legion. Please remember, you can bring guests into the
legion, as long as you sign them in and they leave when you do. Every guest is a potential
member, so bring them in and get them onboard.

Legion Family, | am pleased to announce that our rear gate entrance to and from
Lakeshore Blvd. has been completed. The automated entrance/exit is controlled by the same
key card which each of you will be issued here at the Post when you present your 2007
membership card. The expense and hard work of this project was well justified and has

Auxili eliminated a serious problem with trespassers and the potential for vandalism, which

uxiliary . . . . . .

President previously existed. My thanks to the entire House Committee, with particular “Kudos” to
JERI WEST Barry Congressi, who planned and engineered this project.

Bingo will be back beginning Monday night, Feb. 5. A host of volunteers have “stepped up
to the plate” for the Bingo Program, which is essential to the support of our Bugler
publication cost and also helps sponsor our annual Christmas Basket Program. Many thanks to
all those who played such a big part in the success of the Bingo program in past years. This
included, John and JoAnn Kelley, Norman and Sandy Gentry, as well as Ann Gray and all of
the Bingo players for their dedication to Monday Night Bingo. | might also mention that light
refreshments will be made available, prior to the start of every night. So make your plans,

Conf'rﬁ;]‘der invite a guest, and have a good time at Post 137’s Bingo.
WM “BILL” Post 137 will have a “Four Chaplains Ceremony” on Sat., Feb. 3 at 10:30am. The
KELLY ceremony will be hosted by our Auxiliary Unit Chaplain, Nora Marcantel. All are invited to

witness this solemn event, which adds great meaning to what it truly means to be an
American. If you have never experienced this ceremony, then you really need to! Light
refreshments will be served immediately afterwards.

The recent changes in perception and attitude at Post 137 have encouraged me and only
prove that “Enthusiasm can indeed be Contagious”. Everyone keep up the good work and let’s
continue for the good of Post 137 and the American Legion.

Chef de Gare
BARRY
CONGRESSI

For GOD and Country, Dennis Thompson, Commander


http://www.americanlegion137.com
mailto:commander@americanlegion137.com

SERVICEOFFICER REPORT:
INTRODUCTION TO THE VETERANS' AID
AND ATTENDANCE SPECIAL PENSION

The Veterans' Administration offers a Special Pension with Aid and Attendance (A&A) benefit that is largely
unknown. This Special Pension allows for Veterans and surviving spouses who require the regular attendance of
another person to assist in eating, bathing, dressing, undressing or taking care of the needs of nature to receive
additional monetary benefits.

It also includes individuals who are blind or a patient in a nursing home because of mental or physical
incapacity. Assisted care in an assisted living facility also qualifies.

This most important benefit is overlooked by many families with Veterans or surviving spouses who need
additional monies to help care for ailing parents or loved ones. This is a "pension benefit" and is not dependent
upon service-related injuries for compensation. Most Veterans who are in need of assistance qualify for this
pension. Aid and Attendance can help pay for care in the home, nursing home or assisted living facility. A
Veteran is eligible for up to $1,470 per month, while a surviving spouse is eligible for up to $945 per month. A
couple is eligible for up to $1,743 per month*.

If you think you may qualify for this program please contact me in the office Mon, Wed or Fri from 1500 —
1700.

For the Members,
Fred Bergman, Service Officer

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS:

On December 8th Chapter 137 of the ALR put on a roast beef dinner. Some good food was served. Many
thanks to all the non-members who volunteered to help put on the dinner.

Also on December 8t, Cpl. Nicholas Edwards returned home. A call went out to the Patriot Guard to do a
surprise "Ride-by Welcome Home". A dozen bikers braved 40 degree weather to ride over to the Edwards home
to show support and say welcome home. Two members of chapter 137 participated in the ride. We were greeted
with tears of delight, warm smiles and some even warmer hot chocolate.

Rick Wiggs

LEGION FAMILY:

We have a problem with members parking in the rear of the club and entering through the kitchen and
men’s restroom, gaining entrance into the lounge area without utilizing or showing their dues/key card. This
problem will be eliminated! Effective immediately, the kitchen and restroom doors will be locked and duly posted
as emergency exits only. | have every confidence that everyone can and will understand the necessity for this
action. If you have any questions, please see me.

Dennis Thompson, Commander
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
BINGOISBACK BINGO/IS BACK BINGO/IS BACK

We are back on Monday nights. Start date is MONDAY FEBRUARY 5" AT 6:30pm
Lite Supper at 5:30 pm (donation please) We appreciate your support of our programs.

SOCK HOP! ! ! !! 50’s & 60’s Sock Hop. Saturday, February 24" at 7:30 pm.

Prizes, Covered Dish, Poodle Skirts, Leather jackets “uh huh” Let’s Dance.

FOUR CHAPLAIN'S CEREMONY
You are cordially invited to a four Chaplain’s Memorial Ceremony
At Post 137, 5443 San Juan Avenue, Jacksonville Florida 32210
Saturday, February 3", 2007 Time 10:30 A.M.
Please join as we Celebrate the Heroism of these Four Chaplain’s of WWII
A lite lunch of finger foods and desserts will be served afterwards
Your Hosts: Chaplain’s Gene Odom and Nora Marcantel

During the January Legion meeting it was announced that our own Frank Madigan, Employment Officer,
had been nominated for three different awards for his work on behave of Florida’'s Veterans. We are all
very proud of you Frank.

Cmdr.Dennis Thompson announced the nomination and endorsement of past Cmdr. Greg Lovejoy for
the position of Vice Cmdr. fifth Dist 07-08

Color Guard Chairman J.J. O’'Brien gave an invite to any new members to come to a meeting and see
what the Color Guard is all about. You will be_impressed.

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY at the Post will also have a Chili Cook Off. Folks grab a drink; | hear the chili will
be warm, ha ha. Don’t miss it.

Fred Bergman, Post Blood Donations Chairman, reported that since August 06, the post has been
credited with 35 pints of blood for our citizens. That is some kind of super giving. Everyone keep up the
good work and if you haven't donated.....do it. Tell them you came for post 137.

To Anyone out there a bit under the weather, hurry and get well soon as spring is not far off. Things will
look a lot better soon.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all the Aquarians- January 21%-February 19", and Pisces February 20"™-March
20",

Thank you Bugler crew, you're the best, Happy Valentines Day, Editor



1°TVICE REPORT:

GREETINGS! At the January 13" Legion meeting 22
new members joined Post 137. Of these members,
13 were new and 9 were transfers from other post or
areas. New members present, Steve Jimenez,
Walter Price and Chris Sprinkle.

As of January 7" Post 137 has reached 87.3 %
of the membership goal. We also have reached
many other goals as set by Department. Keep in
mind “|It is not the price we pay for our
membership, but rather the price we paid to
become eligible for membership.”

For GOD and COUNTRY,
John English, 1% Vice

2"°VICE REPORT:

A new year is here and we can all look back and see
things we wanted to do and did not get around to.
Now is the time to make yourself a promise to fulfill
all those “want to’s.” Thank someone for being a
good friend, do a good deed, let folks know you
appreciate them, tell your mate how much you love
them, thank God for our blessings and embrace
those less fortunate then we are. To my sweet wife
“Thank You, for standing beside me no matter what.
To the Legion Family, | am so proud of all the great
projects we have all worked on. To all the folks that
stay the course and see things completed Thank
You. To those folks who support our functions,
dinners, parties, and special events Thank You. Now
let us get busy and make the balance of this year
one of our best. Come out and have fun, eat and
laugh, watch the games, movies, play bingo, darts,
dance, sing and enjoy all our activities and support
your legion programs.

For GOD and COUNTRY,

Dan Grant, 2" Vice

3"° VICE REPORT:

I hope everyone has had a happy new year to this
point! Great news!!! Bingo returns on the 5". Come
in and take a chance! Remember, much of the
proceeds from Bingo go to support the Bugler in the
form of postage. It supports VAVS in Lake City.
Plus, you just might win some cash!! Children and
youth will host Sunday breakfast on the 25", Good
food at a very low price! We are making plans for the
Children’s Easter Party. The date has not been set
yet. When it happens, please bring your kids and
grand kids. Without them, the parties would be
pointless.

For God and Country,

Barry Congressi, 3" Vice

4™ VICE REPORT:

There was no regular scheduled V.A.V.S. visit to
Lake City during the month of Dec. 06. By the time
you read this report our Jan., 07 visit will be history.
There will be no formal 4th Vice report this month.
V.A.V.S. 2006 May — Dec. 2006

Total hours 455
Total miles 10,980
Coupon books, cash  $600.00
Refreshments $395.00

Donated items; books,

puzzles etc., including

Christmas items$8,066.95

Yours in Service, Lewis E. Gray, 4th Vice



POST 137 VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH

American Legion: Congratulations to the entire House Committee for their diligence and
dedication in getting the job done. These volunteers always go above and beyond when called

Unit 137 Auxiliary: Diane Congressi; Thank you for your devotion to the “Legion Family”
and all the hard work in decorating the Post Home for the Christmas and New Years holidays.

Sons of the Legion: Jonathan Cooke; Thank you for the enormous help with the design and
implementation of the new Post 137 website: www.americanlegion137.com . Your service to
the Post is very much appreciated.

| also forgot the following for their efforts with the Post clean-up on Dec.2" Carolyn Holland
and Fred Bergman. Please accept my apology for the oversight and accept my thanks for all
the good work!

Dennis Thompson, Commander

PRESIDENTS REPORT

We had our regular monthly meeting January 4, 2007. We read in and voted in one new member. We
have been working diligently to get all of our membership handled up to date. Really Jo Ann Kelley has
done so much of it | am just helping her.

We are planning to make a sizable donation to Special Olympics through our Children and Youth
Program; also we are looking at giving two Spinoza Bears to the Ronald McDonald House. We have a lot of
plans for the next couple of months if everyone can stay well. Many thanks to Beverly English for taking
over 2™ Vice position. Our membership is growing but we still see the same faces doing the work we really
need your help!!!

Sincerely Yours, Jeri West Unit 137 President

HAVING A GET-TOGEHER!!

MARRIAGES PERFORMED DO _YOU NEED A SPACE?

L. A. HARDEE -- Notary Republic o formation
904-403-5595 about the use of

Will travel NE Florida the “MOON BLDG”

or “La Chapeau et 40/8”
CALL: 778-2116




Memories of Post 137

Friday, January 18, 1991 was a big day at our Post. That is the day that the Florida Times Union came
out with interviews of many of our Post members. The article was entitled "Veterans' Views of Desert

Storm".
Here are a few excerpts:

"I thought it was great. All the nations are with us. If anything,
the support will get better as a result of what happened." Ed
Renckley, Korea and Vietnam, Navy

"l wish | could be over there, but I'm too damn old." A.H.
McNabb, World War II, Korea and Vietham, Navy

"I wish we could have held off a little longer, but since we're in
there, let's get it over with as soon as possible. This is hard on
everyone - the soldiers, parents, friends." Robby Robertson,
World War II, Marines

"It's fantastic that they flew all those planes and only lost two.
They did a tremendous job. | just hope it continues that way."
Cy Tripp, World War Il, Korea and Vietnam, Air Force

“I hated to see it happen, but glad to see it happen the way it
did. Nobody wants to go to war, but sometimes you have to.
That was the case here." Henry Morris, Vietham, Navy

There were also comments from 6 other Legionnaires: Dennis
Walker (Vietnam, Navy), Earl Pearson (World War I, Marines),
Jack Lawley (World War Il, Navy), Stan Jencks (World War Il,
Army), Fred Brown (World War Il, Navy) and Bob Jennings
(World War II, Army).

All 11 of these folks were celebrities for the day (especially Mr.
McNabb). It was also great publicity for the greatest Legion
Post that | know of!

Are you 62 years old or more
and own your own home?
Would you like to pay off

your existing debts?
Would you like additional
monthly income?

With a Reverse Mortgage
Your current mortgage is paid and
You can receive
a lump sum cash payment or

You can receive additional
Monthly income for life or

You can receive a Line of credit and
With a reverse mortgage

your payments are tax free and
You pay back “nothing” as long as you
live in the home and
The home remains in your name.

For information on Reverse
Mortgages and other loan services,
call Fred Bergman (904) 505-4260
e-mail Fbergman@comcast.net



mailto:FBergman@comcast.net

Sons of the American Legion
Lakeshore Squadron 137
Sonsoftheal137@aol.com

Meeting Saturday, February, 10" @ Noon

Your sons are at approximately 70%. We need everyone to encourage members who have not renewed yet to
do so. We are the largest squadron in the 5 District and the 4™ largest in the state of Florida. We need to renew,
reinstate, and recruit as many members as we can to achieve 100% plus as soon as possible. Let’s work together
and do it.

We still need officers to fill positions in your Sons of the American Legion Squadron. Think about it and do it
today. It’s your Squadron that needs you to help run an organization within the Legion that supports all Legion
functions.

Any Squadron member wishing to help out on Saturday, February 3", at 10:30am with the Four Chaplain’s
Ceremony can contact Dennis Thompson or me. Be a part of something special.

Our Squadron will have the honor of hosting the Detachment Commander of the State of Florida, Mark Davis
February 16 thru thel19th. Let’s all give Mark a great Welcome while he is here. | will try to introduce him to as
many members as | can but don’t be afraid to walk up and introduce yourself and give him a special 137 welcome.
For God, Country and Our Legion Family
Bill Kelly, Commander Lakeshore Squadron 137

POST 137 COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS BASKET PROGRAM 2006

We had another successful year, thanks to all of the hard work and dedication of our
Legion Family volunteers, Legionnaires, SAL and Auxiliary. Thank you to everyone who helped to
raise money to make this program possible. Our Bingo Program, Rod & Pole, 40/8, Color Guard,
Legion Riders, and Children and Youth. All of the Dinners and Breakfasts dedicated to Christmas
Baskets, Friday Night 50/50’s. Many thanks to everyone who donated to the Christmas Baskets
Program. Kudos to all, you make this program possible.

| want to thank everyone who helped, hauling food, loading/unloading the trucks, sorting
gifts, wrapping presents, filling the food boxes, delivering the baskets, making phone calls,
assembling boxes, it's a lot of work and everyone did a great job. It takes teamwork and Post 137
has a GREAT TEAM. | would like to extend special thanks to Carolyn Holland my right hand,
Debbie Jennings for all of your hard work on donations and discounts, Beverly Meares (Guest)
especially for staying all day to oversee the Basket Delivery so | could go to work. James Ives
without your generous donation of 150 new unwrapped toys we would not have been able to make
such great gift bags.
This year we were able to provide baskets to 128 families in need.
50 Christmas Dinner Baskets for our service men at NAS Jax.
24 Families with Food Baskets
54 Families with Food and Toys for 128 Children
62 Volunteers
496 hours
1592 Miles
THANK YOU ALL
Mary Shope
Christmas Basket Chairman 2006



mailto:SonsOfTheAL137.com@aol.com

T CHAPLAIN’S REPORT XX

Hope everyone is enjoying the beginnings of a new year and 2007 brings good health and happiness to all.
This new year we look forward to new tasks and projects which benefit our legion family and helps our Post to be
the best in our district.

The Post grounds never looked better thanks to the efforts put forth by many of you. Our thanks go out to
each and every one of you who worked so diligently to this end.

The back gate is installed and will be of much needed assistance for our members who wish to use the back
entrance. Thank you all who helped get the project completed; Barry, Tom, Bob, and others. Remember to get
your dues current that we might achieve 100% membership as soon as possible. Keep in mind the various
fundraisers -- Programs such as our dinners and bingo. Now is the time to begin to replenish our funds used
during the holiday season. Christmas Baskets is one project which should continue because it does so much to
help needy families in our community.

It is my sad duty to report to you the names of our members who have transferred to Post Everlasting.

JOE L. BILOTTI, JR. LYLEF.SCHMEHL JOSEPH BRUCE

Please keep these Legionnaires and their families in your thoughts and prayers.
For God and Country, Gene Odom, Chaplain

CABANE 304:
HAPPY VALENTINE”S DAY NEW & IMPROVED MOVIE NIGHT

I hope everyone that attended, the

Ocala Event, had a good time. We had
eight Cabane-304 members who got to WAR MOVIES YOU'VE NEVER SEEN MONTH
go to Petit. Our next Rendezvous will
be February 27, 2007. Please plan on
coming. We will start with a “covered February Features
dish” at 6 pm, followed by Rendezvous
at 7 pm. | hope to see you there. ) ) .
Merci, Betty Lomax, La Presidente, Cabane Thurs. Feb. 8t “The Winter War’-Finns & Russia

304

40 & 8 REPORT:

We had your mid winter Petite Promenade in Ocala, 12" thru the 14™ of January. A lot of ground was
covered. Thanks to all who could attend. We will have our monthly Cheminot and Promenade on
Februaryl. I'd like to see as many Voyagers as possible to attend. We will be discussing the roof on
our chateau among other things and you can sing Happy Birthday to the Chef!!

Yours in Service, Barry Congressi, Chef de Gare




EMPLOYMENT OFFICER:
FLORIDA’S MINIMUM WAGE

Florida’s minimum wage is $6.67 per hour effective January 1, 2007 for all hours worked in Florida.
This represents a 27¢ increase from the $6.40 per hour minimum wage in 2006. Florida’s minimum wage
was created in a constitutional amendment approved by voters on November 2, 2004, and covers all
employees in the state covered by the federal minimum wage.

Pursuant to the language of the state constitutional amendment, the Agency for Workforce Innovation is
to perform an annual calculation to establish a new minimum wage each year. The constitution also requires
the adjusted minimum wage to be published. The current minimum wage represents a 4.2% percent change
in the federal consumer price index for urban wage earners and clerical workers in the South Region for the
12-month period prior to September 1, 2006. Florida’s minimum wage is $1.52 more than the current $5.15
federal minimum wage.

Employers must pay their employees a wage not less than the amount of the hourly state minimum wage
for all hours worked in Florida. The definitions of “employer,” “employee,” and “wage” for state purposes
are the same as those established under the federal Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA).

For “tipped employees” meeting eligibility requirements for the tip credit under the FLSA, employers
may count tips actually received as wages under the FLSA, but the employer must pay “tipped employees” a
direct wage in an amount equal to the minimum wage of $6.67 minus $3.02 (which, as required by Florida’s
Constitution, is the 2003 tip credit existing under the FLSA), or a direct hourly wage of $3.65 as of January
1, 2007.

Frank Madigan,
Employment Officer

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS:

Corporal Isaiah Calloway was killed while serving in Afghanistan his funeral was
held on Veterans Day, 11 Nov 06. The radical group in Kansas made it known that they
planned to come protest/disrupt the funeral. A call went out to the Patriot Guard. This is
a group that strives to help maintain the dignity of a military funeral and show support for
the family. Two members of Chapter 137 of the American Legion Riders felt honor
bound to answer the call. About 30 to 40 bikes were expected.

On the morning of the 11th over 700 bikes and @ 20 cars loaded with people showed
up. There were nearly 2 thousand people. They came from Tampa, Mississippi, and Georgia. None of
these people had ever seen or heard of Isaiah Calloway until this sad event, but they chose to come and stand
in the sun for Corporal Calloway. They were united by a common purpose. That purpose was to show
honor to this young man and to offer support to family members.

When the time for the funeral party's arrival neared, supporters began to line both sides of the street.
The family approached the church under an archway of flags that stretched for 3/4 of a city block. The same
was true at the cemetery. The family was deeply touched.

You don't have to be a member of the Patriot Guard or a biker to participate. The only requirement is a
heart felt belief in what the person died for. All of those living in freedom could never repay what one man
died to help preserve.

Rick Wiggs




CLUB MANAGER'S REPORT

Things are really going very well. We were able to transfer $5000.00 to the Building Fund as the result of our
month of December income. We hope to make this a regular occurrence with sound financial management.

I would like to Thank all the volunteers who helped with the rear gate. It now working and you may now
come and go using it. Special thanks to Barry and Tom. Job Well Done.

The Club has purchased Hand Dryers for the Ladies and Men’s Room to cut down on the problems we
experienced with hand towels stopping up the commaodes. Please try and treat them with care, you will find them

very covenant once you get used to them.

Special thanks to Diane Congressi for all of her help with the New Years Eve Party; we couldn’t have pulled

it off without you. Job Well Done.

Bingo Is Back! Don’t Forget, Bingo will start back Monday, February 5", at 6:30PM. Light Dinner is back
also at 5:30PM, Lets make this our most successful year. Donations from Bingo Go to Support The Bugler and

Christmas Baskets.

Don’t Forget to get your Chili made for the Annual Super Bowl Chili Cook Off on Sunday, February 4", at
4:30. Awards and Prizes will be given out and then pull up a seat with your favorite beverage and watch The
Super Bow! on our new Wide Screen Television in the hall.

Saturday, February 24", is SOCK HOP NIGHT so put on you best 50’s Costume, slick back your hair or
comb back a ponytail and dance to the music of Vickie Lee. Make a date with your best girl, grab a covered dish,
and come on down at 7:30 PM. Awards and Prizes will be given away for best dressed.

Remember there is something going on every Day at your Club Lounge. Monday is Bingo, Tuesday is Darts
@ 7 PM, Wednesday is Karaoke @ 7:30PM and the 3" Wednesday is birthday night so bring a covered dish.
Thursday is Movie Night @ 7:00PM every 2", 3™ and 4™ Thursday there is a Movie being shown. Stop in and
Check it out. Friday is Dinner and Entertainment, Saturday is Entertainment. Starting the February 18" NASCAR
is back so come on down and watch the Daytona 500 to kick off the 2007 NASCAR Season.

Club Manager, Bill Kelly

HISTORIAN'S REPORT:

December was a busy month with the Christmas
Basket program, various Christmas parties happening
and the New Year's Eve party. These were all events
for Legion members to participate in and enjoy. But
as | look at the pictures of these events | continue to
see something that occurs too often. There are vacant
areas in the crowd or some empty chairs that need to
be filled by individuals enjoying Legion
membership. Come fill those empty spaces, enjoy the
activities and be a part of Post history.

Pictures of recent events are being posted on the
website as quickly as possible. -- Rick Wiggs

JEROME (JERRY) CROLEY, JR.
REALTOR® /BROKER - SALES PERSON

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS
COLDWELL THINKING OF BUYING, SELLING OR
BANKER RELOCATING?
ANY CITY, ANY STATE, | CAN HEL P!
WALTER WILLIAMS
REALTY INC.

6983-5 103" Street
Jacksonville, FL 32210
(904) 703-4616 DIRECT

(877) 482-4575 TOLL FREE

Please visit my web site:
jerrycroley.com

Loyal Order of Moose

American Legion Post 137
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Heet Reserve Assoc.



http://jerrycroley.com

