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        COMMANDER’S REPORT                
 
 Are you feeling the strain yet?  It has been three months now since I became the 
Commander.  I must say, it has been a full time learning experience on my part. I have 
always been told that you can learn something from everyone. I have found that to be a true 
statement, our members have taught me a lot (some good some bad).  One thing is for sure, 
individually everyone believes in our mission and I hope all of you are as proud of our Post 
as I am. 
 
 We have a lot of activities this time of year.   I cannot begin to thank everyone by name 
that has contributed to Post functions and made them a success.  There have been many, I 
would like to give a collective THANKS to everyone and hope you continue to make “our” 
Post stand out in the State and in our hearts. 
 
 The 5th District meeting was held on the 12th of October at Post 244.  One segment of the 
meeting is “Post Reports” allowing each of the 18 Post Commanders to discuss their 
individual Post’s membership renewal progress and any activities they would like to share.  
This meeting is a good forum for the exchange of information between Posts.      Anyone 
interested in attending one of the meetings can contact me for more information. 
 
 Between now and December 6th we will see most of our District, Area, and Department 
Staff visiting our Post. Please welcome them and tell them about the wonderful job we are 
doing supporting the Legion programs. Post 137 was awarded the “Best All Around Post” so 
let them see why we received that distinction. 
 
 We are expecting a large American Legion turnout at the Veteran’s Day parade on the11th 
of November. Anyone desiring to be in the parade can join the fun.  The Club Manager is 
preparing a good meal after the parade and there will be raffles to benefit the Veteran’s 
Holiday Program.  
 
     I am sure everyone has heard the Follies went well and everyone had a good time.  A total 
of $1,700 in donations was raised for the Veteran’s Holiday Program. Yes, I agree this type 
of behavior is undignified but when you do it in the name of a program that assists needy 
Veterans and their families, the humiliation becomes minimized.  I hope everyone enjoyed 
the show. 
 
 Finally, the Post will host a traditional Thanksgiving day dinner in the Moon Bldg. If you 
would like to enjoy a good dinner and meet with friends please join us. If you would like to 
bring a covered dish it would be welcome.  If you do not smoke good news! There will be no 
smoking in the Moon bldg.  I hope to see you there. 
 
For our Members, Fred Bergman   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 Service Officer’s Corner 
 
AMERICAN HEROES AT WORK 
The U.S. Department of Labor announced a new online resource to help employers in their 
employment of veterans with traumatic brain injury (TBI) and post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), two increasingly common battlefield conditions. The new America's Heroes at Work 
Web site  (http://www.AmericasHeroesAtWork.gov)  provides information about TBI and 
PTSD as well as tools and guidance on how to implement workplace accommodations and other 
services that benefit affected individuals. In addition, the Web site includes the toll-free phone 
number of the Job Accommodation Network, which employers can call to receive personal 
assistance relating to job accommodations for veterans with disabilities. Submitted by:  Frank 
Madigan, Post Employment Officer 

RecruitMilitary   Career Fair 

A free hiring event for veterans with a wide         
variety of work experience, men and women, 

Who are transitioning from active duty, members of the National Guard and reserves, and 
military spouses. Produced by RecruitMilitary in cooperation with Hire Vets First, a unit of 
the U.S Dept. of Labor and The American Legion. 
 

Thursday, November 13, 2008   11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 

Jacksonville Municipal Stadium… Home of the Jaguars 
 

Register as a job seeker at www.recruitmilitary.com 
 

Show up at the door with  a dozen copies of your resume’ SEE YOU THERE! 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS             
    To all ALR 137, if you want to ride as a group in the Veterans Day Parade please let me know by 
November 1, 2008, 8 p.m. The Parade is 11/11/08 Down Town. Let’s show what ALR 137 can do, like the 
bike show!!!!! 
John Bookout, ALR 137 Sgt.-at-Arms 
 
 
 
VETERAN’S DAY ACTIVITIES 
 
After the parade join us at the Post for food, drink, fun and raffles. Proceeds will go 
to the Veteran’s Holiday Program. Advance tickets are available in the office. 
Donations are accepted and you do not have to be present to win. 
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First Coast Veteran web-site 

I know, and now each of you know of our First Coast Veteran Web-Site. Over the next few 
months we will be checking to see how many hits the site gets.  Please make sure you mention this 
to your friends, neighbors, at your church, various meetings, and get to gathers and to other Vets 
you may know. Let’s get the word out. 

Thanks.      http://www.firstcoastveterans.com/       SOME GOOD STUFF HERE!! 
 A very smart, JabberJaw told me that a beautiful young lady had her 6th Birthday on Oct 13th.” 
My goodness.” I said to the JabberJaw “I should have known about this sooner. Now I am late! 
JabberJaw you must keep me informed about these important events.” 
       ****** Miss   BREANNA    HAPPY  BIRTHDAY    SWEETIE   ******   

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
WELCOME***DIRK PEPPERD, LEGIONNAIRE and NEW MEMBER of   POST  137 

 
NOV.8TH Marine Corp 233rd  Birthday Celebration and Military Ball. No tickets after 
Nov.3rd. Inquire at office. Live Band, Dinner and Dancing.  A night of Celebration. 
NOV. 11TH  VETERAN’S DAY PARADE. Down town Jacksonville.  Come one come all. 
Post 137 American Legion Riders will be showing their BIKES off. Other members will be 
there. The JROTC will be marching many are Post 137   sponsored. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
VETERAN’S HOLIDAY PROGRAM needs your support. What a wonderful Christmas our 
needy military families could have if every one of us gave just $10.00 each. What do you say? 
Could we count on you to send a check to the Post sometimes this month. We all have so much 
to be Thankful for. 
Lets Share. My check will be there!  How about you, will yours be there???? 
 
Nov.22nd EARLY BIRD DINNER..You  asked  WHAT early bird dinner? Listen closely “If” 
you paid your dues before Oct. 31st you are cordially invited to attend the Early Bird Dinner at 
Post 137 (Roast beef) a Huckleberry Finn favorite. Gotch Ya! 
Now we will all be looking for you. If you forgot, I think you may still buy dinner for five bucks.( 
$5.00 ) Come join us for fun, conversation and also have a  delicious dinner. 
 
A Very Happy Birthday To Everyone Born October 24th—November 22nd. You are Scorpio ! You 
know what you are and what you are not!   Nothing will change this. 
 
GET WELL SOON to all who are sick. Ron Henningfelt we all miss you. 
 
SINCERE CONDOLENCES  to  the Family of Billy (BJ) Manly. Legionnaire Manly was a 
member of Post 137 since 1974. He served the Post in many ways, recently as financial 
advisor. A Memorial Service was held for BJ October 24th at Post 137. 
 
SINCERE CONDOLENCES to the family of Mark Davis who passed away October 19th. Mark 
was a duel  member, Legionnaire and SAL. He was National Exe Comm. Member and past 
Detachment ( state) Commander, SAL. 
Our prayers are with both families. Editor 



1ST VICE REPORT: 
  For now my focus is going to be on current member 
retention. In these days of economic stress, it can be hard for 
some to come up with the cash American money to renew 
their membership. For those who are not experiencing that 
kind of problem, I am asking you to take care of that matter, 
if you have not already done so, as soon as you can. For 
those who are having difficulty, I still love you and pray you 
will find relief soon. 
 
 On the subject of recruiting, there is a “Corps of 
Volunteer Recruiters” being developed at this very 
moment. There are two team captains who are in the process 
of hand picking team members to serve with them in some 
serious recruiting events. We can avail ourselves of a new 
program being offered by Department Headquarters to assist 
us in our recruiting efforts. I will have more to say about that 
later. “Stand by for news”, as Paul Harvey would say. 
 
 If you have a friend or acquaintance that you believe is 
eligible for membership in the American Legion and you 
would like for someone to approach them for you, give me 
their name, address and/or phone number. You may write the 
information on a piece of paper and add “Attention 1st Vice 
Cmdr.” and drop it in the mail slot in the office door. I will 
see that the person is contacted. 
 
 The cutoff for Early Bird renewals will be October 31st. I 
have chosen November 22, 2008 as the date of the Early 
Bird Dinner. Roast beef is a personal favorite of mine, so I 
selfishly chose it for the Early Bird Dinner. 
 
 Now I have a word to the elected officers of Post 137. 
Could I, by any chance, interest you in attending Fifth 
District meetings? In the event you might be amenable to the 
idea, the November 5th District Meeting will be held on 
November 2nd at 2:00 PM at Post 197, located at 2179 
Benedict Road N.W. Jacksonville. Attend one and see if you 
like it. It will only cost you a dollar at the meeting room door 
and you will likely be fed for your effort. Oh, there is also a 
50/50 drawing at a dollar a ticket that might interest you. 
Post 137 is usually well represented and that makes us real 
proud. A show of unity and strength on the part of our 2009 
administration couldn’t hurt. 
 Whatever your favorite concerns are, we’re either 
working on it or the check is in the mail. 

For God and Country, 
Harvey D. Finn, First Vice Cmdr. 
 
2ND VICE REPORT: 
Out of town, no report. 
3RD VICE REPORT: 
No report. 
 
4TH VICE REPORT: 
    On September 26, 2008 members of Post 137 and 40/8 made our 
monthly visit to Lake City V.A. Hospital. The following members 
participated: Lewis & Ann Gray, Carl & Myra Jowers, Norman & 
Sandy Gentry, Al Scarratta and Dale Prewitt. Thanks go out to the 
above named volunteers, who volunteer their time and money 
month after month to make our V.A.V.S. Program a success. 
  
  We departed Post 137 at 4:30pm and arrived in Lake City at 
5:30pm. We ate dinner at “Beef O Brady’s Restaurant. 
    We started BINGO on time at 7:00pm “Thank You” Norman 
Gentry for calling BINGO. We gave out $100.00 in coupon books 
to the Bingo Winners.  
  
     Refreshments were served at the close of the Bingo Games by  
Post 137 Auxiliary and Cabane 304, 40/8. 
  
   The following is a breakdown of the money spent and credits 
given to our organization for September 26, 2008. 
Refreshments $60.00 coupon books $100.00, crackers $36.00, 
socks $72.00, combs $18.00 toothpaste $48.00, toothbrushes 
$27.00, shaving cream $60.00, deodorant $60.00, shampoo$62.00, 
body lotion $60.00, hand sanitizer $30.00, Games& puzzles 
$100.00, puzzle books $60.00, hand soap $90.00, phone cards 
$7,500.00, cassette player $25.00,V.H.S. tape player $25.00 V.H.S. 
tapes $30.00, D .V. D.’ s $6.00, C. D. ’s $1.00 
   
  Total credit $8,456.00, Total Hours 40, Total miles 968, Gas 
allowance$80.00 
A Special Thanks You goes out to the following Legionnaires for 
their donations this month: Benny Combs, V-304/post 88, Bill 
Johnson, Legion Riders, Ray Runyan, Dart  Assoc. and Bob Shupe. 
A Thank You, to all who put their donations in the storage area. 
  
   Our next visit to the Lake City V.A. Hospital will be our 
Christmas visit on December 5, 2008. There will be no visit for the 
month of November because it is Thanksgiving.  
   
  Remember, if you have items to donate, please mark them for 
V.A.V.S., and drop them off at our Post. 
Yours in Service, Lewis E. Gray 
 



 
HISTORIAN’S REPORT 
 
 Many thanks to Sandy Gentry.  I had a commitment to Safety Escort Riders of Florida (SERF) to escort 
bicyclists as they rode in the MS Ride to Daytona to raise research money.  That ride began at 6:00 AM on Saturday 
20th.  Plus I had to go to work at 4:00 AM the next morning.  So I was just too tired to stay and photograph Hillbilly 
Night.  Sandy stepped up and took the pictures for me. Again, many thanks Sandy. 
  
 On Sept 21st there was a Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Jacksonville National Cemetery. I was there and 
took many pictures plus some video clips.  Right now I am working on a special card to get it ready to honor this 
event and ready for the Digital Picture Frame.  My plan is to have both a slide show of the stills plus videos. 
 
 In an effort to protect the Compact Flash Cards a door was added to the digital picture stand.  Keys were made 
and will be distributed to the Commander, the Club Manager and the Bartenders. Of course, the Historian will always 
have the Master Key.  To view a card just get the key, select a card and plug it in. The slide show will begin to play 
automatically and thousands of pictures can be viewed.  I am also learning how to add music to the pictures. 
 
 Before you can finish reading this report, the moment will already be past and, a part of History.  “TIME SLIPS 
THROUGH OUR HANDS!!”  As a member, did you come participate in Post events?  If you didn't your picture 
could not have been taken and future generations won't see your face. Come out and enjoy your Post activities and 
have your picture taken so that you may become a part of Post 137 History.  
For GOD and Country, Rick Wiggs 
 

PATRIOT GUARD UPDATE 
 During the month of September there were several calls throughout the state.  Fortunately there were not many 
locally.  However, I would like to report on two very impressive local events that did occur. 
 
 On Sept 21st there was a Groundbreaking Ceremony for the new Veterans Cemetery.  The cemetery 
Director called upon the Patriot Guard Riders o organize a ride-in and to set up a Flag Line.  Volunteers made the 
calls and an escorted ride was set up. 
 
 Once preparations were made, the news went out to any and all groups wanting to come out and show both their 
patriotism and their group colors.  The PGR was only the host.  Two hours prior to the actual ceremony bikers from 
various groups from Florida and Georgia gathered at a location near JIA. 
 
 Over 200 bikes came out for the ride to the cemetery grounds.  After we arrived a flag line was formed.  
Members and guests lined both sides of the walkway stretching from the ceremony tent to near the entry gate. 
 
 On Oct 4th the American Legion 5th District sponsored a Family Day for the 146 ESB.  That event was a huge 
success.  A lesser known event was the actual Farewell Ceremony held at Cecil Commerce Center.  Again, a call 
went out to the PGR.  At the ceremony the PGR formed a flag line that stretched across the hanger opening. 
 
 On Oct. 5th the National Guard began to depart.  At 0300, 0600 and 1600 hours, PGR members were there to say 
“Farewell” and to escort the busses partway to the airport. 
 

MAY GOD BLESS THESE DEFENDERS OF OUR FREEDOM!!! 
 

Rick Wiggs, PGR Member 



AUXILIARY NEWS: 
 
 Hello ladies. We held our regular meeting on October 2nd. There was a nice size group present, but we 
would like to see more faces, and more members involved with our programs. 
 
 Our District President, Sylvia Curnutte, paid us a visit to thank us for all the support for the District 
programs. She also reminded us of the Army National Guard Family Day to be held on October 4th. The Unit 
presented her with a check for $200.00 to help defray the cost of the BBQ. The unit also donated Pocket Flags 
to be distributed to the deploying soldiers. 
 
 There will be a bake sale auction at the Early Bird Dinner. If you would like to bake something and bring it 
down please have it at the Post by 1:30 pm the day of the dinner. Please put in a disposable dish since you will 
not be getting your dish back. 
 
 Members are asked to donate NEW stuffed animals so they can be distributed to the various Police and Fire 
Stations for use with children. They can be brought to meetings or you can contact Vera or Anita to arrange to 
drop them off. The stuffed animals should not be left at the Post due to smoke. 
 
 A Military care box will be put in the Post soon and we would appreciate donations. There will be a list of 
things on the box and many of our members volunteered to go by the Post and pick the items up for safe 
keeping. 
 
 Pill Bottles!!! If you have any old bottles bring them to a meeting or an Auxiliary member to take to the 
Schulzbacher Center for the Homeless. Please remove the labels for your own privacy. 
 
 A case of Josh Dogs will be ordered soon for delivery to Wolfson Children’s Hospital. 
 
 Coupon clipping is still going very well with over $6000.00 for the month of October. 
 
 Connie and crew are doing an excellent job in the kitchen. So far for the year Connie has turned in 
$1387.00 (yeah Connie – Great to have you back.) 
 
 Jeri, our membership chair, read in 12 SR and 1JR new member at our last meeting and as of October 10th 
we will have mailed 437 and should be at about 71%.  For all you having a birthday in November, “Happy 
Birthday.” Anita Lee, President 
 
 
ROD & POLE BENDER CLUB REPORT 
 Please review this month’s calendar for the numerous Rod & Pole Bender’s dinners and breakfasts. You 
just cannot beat their gourmet culinary experiences.  Proceeds from these events benefit our club and sponsored 
charities like the VAVS program. 
 
 The next long distance fishing trip is scheduled for the 14th thru 16th of November.   
The club will travel to Bass World on Lake George in the pursuit of the large fish. 
 
 The 1st round of Rod & Pole Club Officer nominations has been submitted.  The 2nd round will be 
conducted during November’s meeting.  It is very important that all Rod & Pole Bender Club members attend 
this meeting and participate in the nomination and voting process.  October’s 1st round nominations were: 

• President              Ray Runyon  
• Vice President      John Adams  

• Treasure               Dave Kooker  
• Secretary              JJ 

 
 
FOLLIES ARE A SUCCESS 
I would like to thank everyone who helped with the Follies. Kitchen help,  those who participated in the Follies, all 
the lovely guys, workers behind the scenes and especially Vicki Lee. It was a blast. -- Diane Congressi, Events 
Chairman



CABANE 304  
 Dames there is Not a lot going on this month, We 
will not be having a dinner this month -- 304's  Wreck  
is on the 15th & 16th. 
 
 Thank you DAME CONNIE AND CREW for help 
with our Oct Dinner and “MERCI” to RAY AND 
CREW for doing our Oct. Breakfast. We would be lost 
without all of you and your help. 
 
 Friday  night Kangaroo Court - 7:30.  PLEASE 
COME AND HAVE A LOT OF LAUGHS AND FUN. 
 
 SAT. Cabane 304 will have some games and a 
luncheon.   
  
HAPPY THANKSGIVING, to all see you at our next 
RONDEZVOUS. 
 
Merci, La Presidente, Sandy Gentry 
 
40/8 VOITURE 304 NEWS 
 Again, I want to express my sincere merci to all the Dames and Voyageurs that are working on committees. We have 
the Northeast Florida Wreck Association Committee.  
The Association idea is almost ready to present to other Voitures. We also have a Web Site Committee composed of 
Dames and Voyageurs that is very close to having a web site for V304. You are all doing a great job. 
 
 The dates for November Wreck are Friday the 14th and Saturday the 15th. 
 
 The Christmas party is December 6th. Happy hour is at 6:00, dinner at 7:00. Men bring a man’s gift; women bring a 
woman’s gift. Gift price is not to exceed $10.00. No gag gifts. 
 
 Membership renewal notices will be mailed out soon, but you don’t have to wait. See Ray Runyan, Chef de Train, 
and he will take care of getting you renewed.  
Yours in Service, Ron Garland, Chef de Gare 

 
Whitehouse Baptist Church Honors Veterans   COME JOIN IN 
 On Sunday November 9th at 10:30 a.m. the 2nd annual program to honor all Veterans will be held at Whitehouse 
Baptist Church.  All Veterans are invited to attend.  The Color Guard from American Legion Post 137 will present the 
colors. 
 
 A special DVD will be shown to honor all of those who stood in arms and sacrificed to defend America. It is true that 
"All gave some and SOME gave all" We want to recognize ALL.  Come join us as we Honor our Veterans. 
 
 After the ceremony stay and enjoy a B.B.Q. Dinner which will be served for all our guests, no one will leave hungry. 
     We are located on Beaver Street @ 1/4 mile East of Chaffee Road.  
Whitehouse Baptist Church. Debbie Clemens.  revgolfnut@comcast.net 
 



WILLIAM J. HOLLOWAY OSCAR C. LACHICA 
TERRY L. JEFFEYS  PERRY O. PECKHAM 

 CHAPLAIN’S REPORT  
 There is nothing so precious as a faithful friend, and no scales can measure his excellence. A faithful friend is 
an elixir of life. (Ecclesiasticus 6:15-16 *SIRACH) 
  
 A truly great accomplishment is usually the result of hard and persevering work, with God’s help on the part of 
one individual whatever we do with our talents, any job we perform can be a job of service, direct or indirectly, to 
our fellow man. For in loving him, we are loving God. 
 
 We have an outstanding post and can be proud of the way our volunteers performed in helping to send off the 
troops from the Army National Guard 146th ESB for duty overseas. Cooking and serving meals for them and their  
families on October 4th. Well done, we salute you. 
 
 To our dedicated members who unselfishly give their time and energy to keep our many activities moving, we 
give our thanks and appreciation. All our members should, if time or health permits seek an opportunity to serve. 
 
 It is my sad duty to report to you the following Legionnaires who have transferred to POST EVERLASTING. 

 
 
 
 
 

Keep these Legionnaires and their families in your thoughts and prayers 
    Remember the sick and those who are unable to take care for themselves. 
*The Verses I opened with are found in the Apocrypha. Apocrypha means “missing” or “hidden  away”. These are 
twelve books omitted from some Bibles. May GOD Bless you all.  For GOD and Country, Tony Romano, Chaplain 
 
 

Sons of the American Legion -- Lakeshore Squadron 137 
Meeting Thursday, November 12th 7PM 

E-mail sonsoftheal137@aol.com 
 

 Your Sons membership is currently at 22%, thanks to everyone who has renewed but we really need everyone 
who has not, to come in and renew your membership for 2009 as soon as possible. 
 
 Your Squadron donated $500.00 to the VA&R for the Christmas Party for our Veterans at the Lake City V.A. 
Hospital. Thanks to Lewis & Ann Gray and all the other volunteers who help run a great program at our Post. 
 
 Thanks to all who came out and supported our Squadrons Roast Beef Dinner in October and thanks to all the 
Squadron members who helped make it a success. 
 
 Thanks to our Legion Family once again for coming thru to help out Legionnaire & Detachment Officer Mark 
Davis in his time of need. 
 
 All I can say about Family Day for the Florida Army National Guard on Saturday October 4th is Great Job to all 
our Legion Family volunteers for the wonderful job they did to make the day such a success. Job Well Done! 
 
 Stand by for your Squadron’s Report next month on the Fall Convention from Orlando. For God & Country,  
 
Squadron Cmdr. Bill Kelly 



 



JEROME (JERRY) CROLEY, JR.
REALTOR® /BROKER - SALES PERSON

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS
THINKING OF BUYING, SELLING OR
RELOCATING?

ANY CITY, ANY STATE, I CAN HELP!

WALTER WILLIAMS
REALTY INC.

6983-5 103rd Street
Jacksonville, FL 32210
(904) 703-4616 DIRECT
(877) 482-4575 TOLL FREE

Please visit my web site:
jerrycroley.com American Legion Post 137

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Loyal Order of Moose Fleet Reserve Assoc.

COLDWELL
BANKER

 
Club Managers Report 

 clubmanager@americanlegion137 
 Things keep improving all the time, with the approval of a new entrance way into the club, security 
cameras, and a new TV our club is always trying to make your experience better.  Thanks to the House 
Committee for all their hard work. 
 
 A big thank you to our Events Committee for all their hard work for Follies Night and our Club 
Halloween Party, Great Job. 
 
 Thanksgiving Day our Club will be closed, but if anyone is willing to put together a group to host our 
annual Thanksgiving Dinner in the Moon Building please see the Commander or myself.  We need 
volunteers if you would like this to happen again. 
 
 Remember there is something always happening in your Lounge, Monday is Bingo, Tuesday is Darts, 
Wednesday is Karaoke, Thursday is bread day & video bowling at night, Friday is Dinner, Friday and 
Saturday evenings Live Music, Sunday is breakfast. Come on out and join your Legion Family for all the 
fun. 
 
Serving Veterans and Members Daily, Bill Kelly 
 
 

 

 

HAVING A GET-
TOGETHER!! 

DO YOU NEED A 
SPACE? 

Contact:  Mr. Bill Lomax 
for information 

about the use of 
the “MOON BLDG” 

or “La Chateau et 40/8” 
CALL:  778-2116 


