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            COMMANDER’S  REPORT  
 

 HAPPY NEW YEAR!   
Here we are starting a new year and another opportunity to achieve the perfection that we 
all know is possible. Thanks to everyone’s hard work, we had an excellent 2008 and I am 

proud to be a part of such an organization. We have accomplished so much here in the Post 
over the years that we must try extra hard to improve the High Standards we have made for 

ourselves.  
     Our house committee has been busy maintaining and improving our Post. There are 
some repairs and  improvements that need to be made in the near future. We are currently 
looking into: (1) ladies rest room (2) repairing and resurfacing the parking lot (3) 
maintaining the swimming pool (4) updating the fire extinguishing system in the kitchen (5) 
updating the air cleaning system in the club and hall. All of these projects are very costly 
and we must proceed with caution. “However we must proceed” 
      By now you all know the security system is in place and functioning well. Installation of 
the system was a big project and costly but I consider the safety of our members to be 
paramount. As you may know, the main console is on my desk so be careful, when you least 
expect it, “you may be on not so Candid Camera. Yes, it happened to me during the 
installation.  Luckily (at the time), I was behaving myself Lately I have heard the old adage 
“time marches on,” well I guess it is true and it seems there is not enough time to get 
everything done whether at home or here at the Post. We have lost some friends and 
outstanding Legionnaires during the year. It is always a surprise to hear that one of our 
own has passed, or is in the hospital. So, please let’s respect each other and realize that 
some of us  may be having private difficulties that might contribute to our current 
dispositions. We never know what tomorrow may bring so let us all try to make time for 
each other. 
     In closing, I ask “everyone” to help me in keeping our Post clean and safe for our 
members. If you need assistance let someone know, perhaps we can help you work out a 
solution.  
I want to wish everyone a Wonderful 2009  
God bless our members, 
 
For Our Members, Fred Bergman                  
 commander@americanlegion137 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1ST VICE REPORT: 
    Greetings Legionnaires: Time marches on. We are still on track with our membership but the pressure is not off yet. I 
plan to play the last half as hard as I played the first half.  
    With the expiration of key cards at hand, I expect a surge in renewals that will set us up for a good showing in 
February. I have a commitment on January 8, 9, and 10 that will prevent me from attending the Legion meeting scheduled 
for the 10th but I will still be hacking at it up to and thereafter. I was told at the outset that it was going to be 
MEMBERSHIP, MEMBERSHIP, MEMBERSHIP, and so it has been and will continue to be.  
    I trust the NEW YEAR’S EVE Survivors will start feeling much better very soon. Then it’s back to the rock pile and a 
rush to the finish. It is clearly evident that all hands are proud of their post and turn in their best effort to keep the blue 
ribbon at home with us where it belongs. 
    We have been growing our membership by twenty or more transfers and new members per month recently. I have 
no way of knowing what ratio of that number frequent the post and participate in the events and activities we have to 
offer.  
    Some people are assertive and outgoing and others are not. If you recognize a new member who is showing up 
frequently, approach them and see if you can get them interested in your favorite activity  
or club. Among today’s new members are our leaders of tomorrow. Lets raise them right. Win, loose or draw, we are in 
to the finish. And “yes” I am still having fun. 
For God and Country, Harvey D. Finn 
2ND VICE REPORT: 
A Very Happy New Year to Everyone! 
    I don’t know about you but it sure seemed like a short year to me. Where did the time go? 
It would appear that we are all having so much fun at our Post home that we just forget about the time. Anyway 
it sounds good to me. I want to remind everyone about the Sunday 
breakfast starting at 8:30 –11 am. On Tue. the Dart Players have a great time. sign-up at 7 pm , Wed. “If 
you want to be a Star” come to Karaoke at 7:30 pm and make your debut. 
    If you are lucky you may catch one or two of my songs. Thurs. Video Bowling Anytime.  
This game has become very popular in the evening. Fridays are the Best Steak Dinners you will ever “wrap 
your lips around” 5:30 pm. Yep it is that good! Live entertainment for your dancing pleasure at 8 pm and 
Sat. more Dancing. Same station same time. Check the calendar in the back of the Bugler for other events and 
socials.  
For GOD and Country, Dan Grant 
3RD VICE REPORT: 

On December 8th. Diane and I had the honor of presenting $500.00 to Ronald McDonald House. $300.00 from the 
Legion and $200.00 from the Auxiliary. I’m not sure if everyone understands the mission of Ronald McDonald House. It 
is, among other things, to provide apartments, at no charge, to the parents and families of critically ill children, in a family 
setting, while the child is receiving treatment for their illness. $500.00 will allow a family 5 nights in residence. Very 
important to the children! We, through you, also gave them 10 new board games and 5 “G” rated movies that children 
like. Needless to say, the staff was overjoyed.  
    Your S.A.L. donated over 10 lbs. of  pull tabs. Did you ever wonder why we save the pull tab from your beer cans? 
They are recycled and Ronald McDonald House gets the proceeds for their programs. 
     From there, we went to Wolfson Children’s Hospital. Now this place will rip your heart out. Your Legion and 
Auxiliary each, donated a case each, of “Josh Dogs”. These are cute, cuddly animals that the children love. They come 
with a book that the parents read to their child with a message, “I will be  
 
CONTINUE 3RD VICE 
O.K.”! Remember, these children are going to have surgery. They as well as their parents are frightened. These little “Josh 
Dogs” seem to make everyone feel better.  
    I’d like to thank all of you, Legionnaires, Auxiliary and S.A.L. members who support our Post. The money that you 
spend here makes it easier and more possible to support programs like Ronald McDonald House, Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital, Special Olympics, Children’s Miracle Network, and on and on. The responsibilities of the post 3rd. Vice Cmdr is 
not limited to hosting parties for our children and grandchildren. We, as an American Legion Family, support children’s 
programs, locally, statewide and nationwide. Without your support, we could do nothing. 
    I sincerely hope that you had a very Merry Christmas and, I wish you all “Happy New Year.” 
For GOD, Country and Children, Barry Congressi 
 
 



4TH VICE REPORT: 
 On December 5th, 2008 Post 137 and Voiture-304, 40/8 Volunteers made our annual Christmas visit to Lake City V.A.- 
 We departed Post 137 at 4:00 pm and arrived at Lake City a little after 5:30 pm. The group ate dinner at two different 
local restaurants prior to going to the Hospital The following dedicated volunteers from Post 137, Auxiliary 137 and 
Voiture 304, and Cabane 304 were present: Lewis and Ann Gray, Jack and Connie Manning, Norman and Sandy Gentry, 
Charles and Debra Geisinger, Carl and Myra Jowers, John Kelly, Tony Romano, Al and Josie Scarratta, Jim (JJ) Debbie 
Jennings, Ray Runyan and Nora and Nola Marcantel. My personal thanks goes out to the above members for giving their 
time, money, and effort in support of our V.A.V.S. program. 
 We arrived at the hospital at 6:00 pm and started unloading, and moving all of the donated items into the Hospital. 
Thanks go out to Jack and Connie Manning for the use of their trailer. We were able to keep everything together in one 
load.  
 The Christmas activities started at 7:00 pm, we gave out 200 ditty bags. Our primary concern as always was the 
nursing home. Santa Clause and his many helpers visited every room that was occupied in the nursing home, to include 
the restricted wards. We also donated other items (restricted) that could not be put in the ditty bags, i.e. razors, shaving 
cream, shampoo etc. I would like to give my personal thanks to my wife, Ann Gray, for her many hours of hard work and 
dedication year after year to get ready for this annual event. A special thanks to John Kelly, Carl Jowers and his elf Myra 
Jowers and Charles Geisinger for being our Santa Clauses this year. I know it was worth the heat and sweat to make our 
Veterans happy.  
 Our next V.A.V.S. visit will be to Lake City V.A. Hospital will be January 23rd, 2009. Remember, if you would like to 
participate in or need a ride, let me know. We depart Post 137 at 4:30 pm, and carpool to Lake City. We eat dinner at a 
local restaurant and start our activities at the Hospital at 7:00pm. We get back to Jacksonville around 9;00pm.  
 The following is a list of items donated, and dollar credit given to our Post for our Annual Christmas Visit. 
 Hope that you all have Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year. 
Yours in Service  
Lewis E. Gray Fourth Vice 
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Post 137 Color Guard presented the colors at the Annual Chamber of Commerce Military Appreciation Luncheon. Color 
Guard members present were Harvey Finn, Norman Gentry,  
 Mel White, Lewis Gray, and J.J. O Brian 
HAPPY ANNIVERSERY to Mr Marvin Jackson and lovely wife Ethel. December 16th the couple celebrated 59 years of 
Marriage. Congratulations and we wish you many more. 
The MOON BLDG has been newly painted by Cmdr Bergman and wife Lina. The lawns have been cleaned and it looks 
very nice. For information about the use of bldg Call 387-3373. 
At the Legion Mtg. on Saturday Dec.13th  three of the new Legionnaires were present to be voted into the Post . Welcome 
to; James Madry, Kevin Pruitt and Joe Springer. 
Blood Alliance guest speaker Brad Billingsly spoke about the accelerated need for blood during  holidays. We learned 
that whole blood can be stored for 56 days only. January 10th the Post will have a Blood Drive from 11-3 pm  at the Moon 
Bldg. 
Employment Officer Frank Madigan advised vets to not give up on your request for benefits “KEEP ON APPEALING” 
he said, or your claim will die. 
The Veterans Holiday Program is proud to announce that 43 Families with 77 children were given assistance prior to 
Christmas. A total sum for gift cards came to $4,700.00. This was an example of members really working together for the 
good of the community and the needy. Great job Teresa & Mel W., Roger M, Ed C., Doris G, & Lina B. 
******************************************************************************Our apologies to Lewis 
Gray for not getting the total figures of the V.A. Hospital Party into the Bugler. Space was a real challenge this month. 
Lewis next month it will be published. Editor 
 

PATRIOT GUARD NOTES 
     Locally the month of December was relatively idle and some comments by members had been made about how 
"..lucky..." we had been.  However on Dec 8th something happened at an event I attended which really drove home just 
what the PGR is all about.  I'd like to relate that to all Legion members and hopefully I won't step on anybody's tender 
toes. 
    On December 8th several of us were present at a funeral for a Viet Nam veteran.  The call to honor this individual had 
gone out less than 24 hours earlier, but we were there to show honor to the veteran and to support the family.  An ALR 
member was present, a couple of veterans and a civilian were present.  No "groups" there just caring individuals united by 
a purpose.  Suddenly that purpose was driven home by one comment and I knew that I was doing the right thing.  As we 
stood forming a flag line outside the chapel a lady walked up and ask "Is this the service for Chief Collins?".  Only the 
Ride Captain could give a proper answer because she had been in direct contact with the family. The only thing the rest of 



us knew was that a veteran had died and the family had invited the Patriot Guard to come and stand in his honor. And 
that's what we did. On short notice our small group came out. We faced 30 degree weather to proudly stand in honor of 
this individual who had bravely stood for us. 
    Honor, to veterans and active duty, that is what the Patriot Guard is all about. The group to which you belong is not 
important.  What matters is that you are there to show honor and respect to American Servicemen or Servicewomen. 
A Proud Supporter 
 
AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 
 I hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas and rang in the New Year in fine tradition. May this year bring everyone 
good tidings, good jobs, a happy family life and the things that they desire without too much worry. December turned out 
to be a pretty good month for the riders. We held our meeting and decided to change our meeting date to the first Saturday 
of the month at 11:00 am; this will start as soon as we can get our bylaws amended. The new date will be posted as soon 
as I know it and also I will send out an email to everyone that I have email addresses for. By the way if you have email 
and you haven’t received anything from me yet please email me at ssherry15@yahoo.com with your email address so that 
I can add you to the list. We did breakfast on the 7th, had a great turn out for help, which I want to thank everyone that 
showed up you all did a great job. We also did the toys for tots run that the Legacy Vets held on Dec. 13th. We are 
improving on the amount of members showing up for such things, we had 12 bikes and 15 members there. Thanks to John 
and Ann Bookout for driving their truck and hauling the toys down for us. We raised over $500.00 toward this program. 
Great job to everyone who was involved. We are having a dinner on the 9th of Jan. and hope to see plenty of our members 
there to help in putting it on. Since we are beginning a new year with lots of changes expected I would just like to give 
everyone a little reminder of something that we should be doing everyday. I just want everyone to remember “God 
Bless America!”. That’s it for now, till next month: Ride Proud, Ride Safe,  

Sherry Shelton ALR Director 

 
AUXILIARY NEWS: 
(no report) 
 
< CHAPLAIN’S REPORT @ 
 
   “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven” Ecclesiastes 3:1. We all have 
days when nothing seems to be going right, when the stress and strains of life are trying our patients and 
sapping our spirits. Though we may not realize it these are the times when we need the most to say “whoa time 
out” and refresh our souls in the presence of God. 
    No matter what your need for today is, you’ll discover an opportunity to relax, reflect, and reconnect with the 
God who is the source of hope and healing. The New Year brings with it many challenges, not only to our 
Government but to all of us. I pray that in our Legion Family we can help ease some of the burdens and 
hardships that occur here and in our community. 
    It is my sad duty to report the following Legionaries who have transferred to:  
Post Everlasting. 
*William D. Sheppard   * Dennis Carrell    *Talmadge Johns  *Douglas W. Sapp 
************************************************************************ 
    Please keep these legionnaires and their families in you thoughts and prayers.  
Remember those who are sick and who are unable to take care of themselves. 
    I consider this very apropos.             
                                      “I Said a Prayer For You Today” 
    I said a prayer for you today and I know that God must have heard. I felt the answer in my heart although He 
spoke no word. I did not ask for wealth or fame (I knew you would not mind). I asked him to send treasure of a 
far more lasting kind. I asked that He would be near you at the beginning of each new day. to grant you health, 
blessings and friends to share your way. I asked for happiness for you in all things great and small-but it was for 
his loving care that I prayed for most of all. God Bless you all. 
For GOD and Country, Tony Romano Chaplain      



 
CABANE 304 
Now we are ready to start a new year. Roll up your sleeves Dames we are just getting started. Holidays are over 
now we really go to work! 
We have Petite at Cocoa Beach, right on the water. I know you will enjoy your stay, this is such a pretty area.  
Rondezvours is on the 23rd. Happy hour 6 pm…Rondezvous 7 pm. 
We will not be having a dinner in January due to other events. 
“ Best Wishes for a Wonderful New Year.” 
Merci, La Presidente Sandra Gentry 
 

                   
Lake City V.A. Hospital Christmas Party December 5, 2008 
WOW What a Christmas Party this was!! See 4th Vice report for more information. 
Left to right;  Al S, Ray R, 
back row;  Sandra & Norman G,  John K, (J.J.) J, Myra  & Carl J, Charles & Debbie G                             
front row ;  Tony R, Ann & Lewis G, .Josi S, Debbie J,  Nola & Nora M. 
 
40/8 VOITURE NEWS ARTICLE 
Thanks to all who helped with the Christmas Party. A great time was had and the food was fantastic. 
ALERT: The promenade for January has been moved to Tuesday, January 6th. Starting time will be as 
usual. Petite Promenade is January 9-11 in Cocoa Beach. 
There are lots of things to learn at Petite. Help represent V304 in a big way. If you want reservations the ph. 3 to 
call is 888-840-8601 
.March 12 –15 is the Grande Chef de Gare and La President’s Home Coming at Voiture 215, Jacksonville 
Beach. 
Membership renewal notices will be mailed out soon, but you don’t have to wait. See Ray Runyan, Chef de 
Train, and he will take care of getting you renewed. 
Yours in Service. Ron Garland, Chef de Gare 
 
 
BLOOD DRIVE 
    Our next blood drive will be Saturday January 10, 2009 from 11 :00 am – 3:00 pm. The Moon Building will be open 
with coffee, orange juice and snacks. A sign-up sheet will be located next to the ATM machine in the post. Also those 
who donate blood will receive a free breakfast, Sunday January 11, 2009. Our GOAL is now approximately  



72 Pints.  
We have used a lot of pints of blood during this past year. It is important for all who can to participate in the drive to keep 
our supply up. You never know when you or a friend may need it. 
Please come out on January the 10th and show your support by giving; 
A Gift of Life. BLOOD. 
Thanks for your support. 
Bin Williams 
ROD & POLE BENDER CLUB VERBIAGE 
We have had a very prosperous year as it comes too an 
end. At the same time we have had a couple of 
unfortunate losses of members. Our thoughts and 
prayers continue to be with their family members 
Our last fishing tournament was at Lake George, 
November 14, 15,and 16th. Bin Williams had “big fish” 
and Tom Morrison had “aggregate”. We held our 
banquet on December 6th which was a lot of fun and a 
big success. The fisherman of the year awards were as 
follows: 1st place Ray Runyan  2nd Place Bin Williams  
3rd 
place Tom Tercha 
The new officers for the upcoming year are  
President:           Ray Runyan 
Vice President:   John Adams 
Treasurer:           Dave Kooker                               
Secretary:           J.J. Jennings 
We will be hosting a New Year’s Eve breakfast in the main hall of the 
Post at 12 midnight. Dec.31st 
With the New Year coming up the membership 
 is now due. Our first meeting is scheduled for 
January 5th, 2009 Thanks for a great year 
and to all of the people who supported me. 
Happy New Year, Bin Williams 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT OFFICER 
Florida minimum wage increases next month 
Minimum wage-earning Floridians will get a raise on New Year’s Day. Effective January 1, 2009, Florida's minimum 
wage increases to  $7.21 per hour. 
On November 2, 2004, Florida voters approved a constitutional amendment that created Florida’s minimum wage. The 
minimum wage applies to all employees in the state who are covered by the federal minimum wage. Florida law requires 
the Agency for Workforce Innovation (AWI) to calculate a new minimum wage each year and publish the new minimum 
wage on January 1. 
According to AWI, the current minimum wage represents a six-percent change in the federal Consumer Price Index for 
urban wage earners and clerical workers in the South Region for the 12-month period prior to September 1, 2008. 
The Florida minimum wage will prevail over the federal rate until such time as the federal minimum wage becomes 
higher than the state rate. 
The federal minimum wage will increase to $7.25 on July 24, 2009. On this date, Florida employers must increase the 
minimum wage from $7.21 to $7.25. 
Employers must pay their employees the hourly state minimum wage for all hours worked in Florida. The definitions of 
"employer," "employee" and "wage" for state purposes are the same as those established under the federal Fair Labor 
Standards Act (FLSA). Employers of "tipped employees" who meet eligibility requirements for the tip credit under the 
FLSA may count tips actually received as wages under the FLSA. 
However, the employer must pay "tipped employees" a direct wage. The direct wage is calculated as equal to the 
minimum wage ($7.21) minus the 2003 tip credit ($3.02), or a direct hourly wage of $4.19 as of January 1, 2009. 

DO YOU NEED 
                 SPACE 
for a meeting etc. 

Contact:   
Mr. Bill Lomax 
for information 

about the use of 
La Chapeau  

778-2116 



Employees who are not paid the minimum wage may bring a civil action against the employer or any person violating 
Florida's minimum wage law. The state attorney general may also bring an enforcement action to enforce the minimum 
wage. 
FLSA information and compliance assistance can be found at: http://www.dol.gov/dol/compliance/comp-flsa.htm. 
The Florida and federal minimum wage increase schedule is: 
 • $6.79 – January 1, 2008 Florida Current Minimum Wage 
 • $7.21 – January 1, 2009 Florida New Minimum Wage 
 • $7.25 – July 24, 2009 Federal and Florida New Minimum Wage 
 For GOD and Country Frank Madigan 

Club Mgr  ( no report) 
------------------------SONS of THE AMERICAN  LEGION  (no reoort)========== 

CASTING CALL The Four Chaplain’s Program is looking for members who would like to Honor the 
FOUR CHAPLAINS. The program is tentatively set for Saturday Feb.7th in the Moon Bldg. Need Readers, 
Singers, Set Designers, Host, Greeters and Food Service. Come join us in this 4th Annual Program. Call the 
office 387-3373 or Nora 777-8065. Folks we need your help and want everyone possible to be involved one 
way or the other. This is a meaningful way to show our patriotism not just talk about it. To all the regulars from 
years past, Chaplain Tony Romano and I will be expecting you. Thanks.  
 

 
 
SERVICE OFFICER REPORT 
    When the VA sends you a letter asking for additional information, the clock is ticking. Do not ignore this 
request… Provide the VA with the information requested. 
     Even if you have submitted this information before, Failure to respond to a request by the VA deadline 
could mean disapproval of your claim.  
    Teresa Cluff, Air Force Vet, will be working with me as the assistant Post Service Officer. My work schedule 
has changed and does not permit me the flexibility 
needed to be able to work closely with our Vets. Teresa has stepped up to the plate to 
work with our Vets. Please call the Post 137 Office at 387-3373 for an appointment. 
Carl Jowers Service Officer 
******************************************************************* 
NEW V A Compensation Rates  
Eff.. Dec 1, 2008 to show up on January Checks or Deposits More info; 
http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/rates/comp01.htm#BM01 
 
Schools Medals 2009 
The School Medals provides two benefits to the American Legion.  
    First of all, it’s an opportunity to reward two outstanding students at each school  
with recognition of their outstanding achievements for the academic year.   
    Secondly, it puts the American Legion into each school as an opportunity for community service.  Post 
137’s area of responsibility is the Westside.   
The presentation of the School Medals lasts about five minutes in real time, but provides a lifetime of 
pleasant memories for both winner and the presenter. If you are a vet and have children or grandchildren in  
Westside School and will take a few minutes to deliver the School Medals during the school’s  
end of school awards day, please let us know. We can be reached at cjowers@comcast.net or leave a message 
for us at the Post 137 Office at 387-3373.  
 
Carl and Myra Jowers 
School Medals  
CO-Chairmen 
 
 



JEROME (JERRY) CROLEY, JR.
REALTOR® /BROKER - SALES PERSON

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS
THINKING OF BUYING, SELLING OR
RELOCATING?

ANY CITY, ANY STATE, I CAN HELP!

WALTER WILLIAMS
REALTY INC.

6983-5 103rd Street
Jacksonville, FL 32210
(904) 703-4616 DIRECT
(877) 482-4575 TOLL FREE

Please visit my web site:
jerrycroley.com American Legion Post 137

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Loyal Order of Moose Fleet Reserve Assoc.

COLDWELL
BANKER

 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


