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FROM THE ADJUTANT’S DESK

“BE PROUD OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD”

All too often we take for granted our
membership in the “Legion Family” here at Post
137. Our bartenders are instructed to ask anyone
who buzzes in at the door to show their mem-
bership card. In many instances the member
also has a door Key Card and then takes offense
at being asked for proof of membership when
challenged. Is this because some of us are too
lazy to even utilize the Key Card? I can under-
stand having to buzz in every once in a while
when your hands are full; however, I fail to un-
derstand pure laziness!

Everyone, including the Officers of our
Post, is required to be in possession of their cur-
rent membership card with the Key Card issued
for entrance at the front door. As a private club,
this is the only way the bartenders have of
knowing you are a dues paying member. Please
use the Key Card, which is issued for your con-
venience and save the confusion, which may oc-
cur when the bartenders are busy. Those of you
that don’t yet have a 2012 card can expect to be
challenged after Jan. 1st, when the new Key
Cards will again be issued.

Dennis Thompson, Adjutant

1ST VICE COMMANDER

At our monthly meeting on Saturday, De-
cember 10, 2011, we read-in 15 new members to
our Post; 8 New Members, 7 Transfers. There
were no reinstatements. Our records indicate ,
as of December 10, 2011, our Membership is at
1,245 members. That puts our Post at 81.2%.
Our goal this year is 1,533 for 100%. We have
already surpassed our December 7th goal of
75% and our January 4, 2012 goal of 80%. Re-
member, Legionnaires it’s up to us as a Team, to

Page 2

increase our Membership. The New Year (2012)
will require 2012 Legion Cards, and will also
require new key cards to enter the Post. New
key cards (2012) will be available January 1,
2012. Remember, you must have a 2012 Mem-
bership Card to sign for your 2012 Key Card.

If you have not renewed your Member-
ship, our office at Post 137 is open Monday,
Wednesday and Fridays, 1:30 PM to 5:00 PM, or
you can renew by paying the Bartender on duty.

I hope everyone had a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Yours in Service, Lewis Gray

2nd VICE COMMANDER

Hope your holidays were all you ex-
pected them to be and more. If you didn’t stop
by the Legion during December you missed a lot
of fun events and food. In January we will have
three new bands joining our weekend entertain-
ment schedule. Please check your calendar for
the last Sunday of the month for an exciting
event to be revealed on this afternoon/evening.
Don’t forget our free pool on Monday nights
starting at 6:00 PM. Please remember to come
out and support our breakfasts and dinners dur-
ing the month. Please read your bulletin for all
of the monthly activities.

Now that the holidays are over and eve-
ryone is returning to a normal schedule, please
mark your calendar for January 14 for our next
Blood Drive. Don't forget you can receive a free
breakfast or dinner for your donation. As al-
ways we are a Legion family and are providing
this worthy service for our members and their
families. We are the #1 Post for pints donated.
Let’s try to keep that status.

For God & Country
Bin Williams

ORATORICAL REPORT Con’t from page 10

don’t discuss the contest with the other students
while they wait to give their speech. I don’t think I
would need you the entire 4 hours but maybe for 2.
So if you or maybe a friend or family member
would like to volunteer it would be much appreciat-
ed. Contact Meri West at 904-704-0936 and please
leave a detailed message if you get the voice mail.
Thanks for your participation and interest and I
hope to see you there!

Meri West — Chairman
Meriwest454@gmail.com
904-704-0936 (call or text)

IMPORTANT

“Proposed Revisions to Post 137 “
“House Rules and Regulations”

As the Adjutant it is my duty to inform the member-
ship of the following items to be voted on by the
next Executive Committee and General Assembly
meetings in January.

Section 4. No persons under 21 years old shall sit at
the bar at any time, and all persons under 21

years of age, with the exception .of active duty
military, are required to leave Legion property at

2100 hours (9:00 PM). The only exceptions to the

various games available in the Post Home. No gam-
bling is permitted per Florida Statutes. Game rules
shall be strictly enforced. Pool table will be closed
during all meals and meetings held in the hall and
special occasions. Electronic gaming cards are on-
ly available for Post Members who meet the appli-
cable state statues regarding electronic gaming,.
Post Members may allow their guests to use their
gaming cards, provided their guests also meet the
applicable state statues regarding electronic gam-
ing.

Dennis Thompson, Adjutant

ANNOUNCEMENT
The e-mail sign-up for delivery of The Bugler
Newsletter has been very encouraging! As a result
we have been able to greatly reduce the number of
mailings and associated postage costs. There is of
course, always room for improvement and we are
encouraging everyone with a home PC to continue
to sign-up by sending your name and e-mail ad-
dress to adjuant@post137.com.

2100 hour rule are preapproved special Ameri-
can Legion functions. Keycards will only be is-
sued to Post Members in good standing, who
are at least 21 years old. Active duty military
shall have use of the full range of Post facilities
provided they conduct themselves according to
Post 137 By-Laws and Regulations. Persons less
than 18 years of age may sit at the tables adjacent
to the lounge windows, play the juke box or pool
table only if accompanied by and supervised by
an adult Post member.

WARGLIATRD
BLEALLTY
: hailil
| HAVE BEEM PROVIDING REAL ||| Fouswarmsler AT

ESTATE SERVICESIN DUVAL AND
SURRCUNDING COUNTIES FOR

| CAM ASSIET YOL IN BUYING OR

CALLOR E-MAIL. LET'S TALK.

JERRY CROLEY, USN RET
REALTOR®

904,703 4616

CAER 20 YEARS,

SELLING HOPAES, LAND,

COMNDOS, ETC, JERRYCROLEY@REALTOR.COM

Web JERRYCROLEY.COM

Section 6. Rules shall be posted governing the

FROUD MENRER DF THE E

ARERICAN [EGACK, WOR! FLEET RESERVE LT m

" YRR TY

Page 11



40 & 8 REPORT

Voiture 304 (40 & 8) has reached our
Grand (State) goal of 75% membership by De-
cember 31, 2011. We have a Petite Prom (State
Conference) at Crystal River in January 2012 and
a regional Wreck planned for March 2012.

Cabane members Joanne Kelley and
Sandi Gentry arranged to have donated gift bags
for this year’s VA Hospital Christmas visit deco-
rated by Hyde Park Elementary School stu-
dents. These individually decorated gift bags
were a big hit among the patients receiving
them. It added a more personal touch for the
VAVS visit.

Our next Wreck will be in March 2012.
Several of the Voyageurs contributed gift cards
to be passed out at the December 17 Domiciliary
visit.

May God bless all members of Post 137
organizations

Carl Jowers
Chef de Gare, V-304

CABANE 304 REPORT

Happy New Year to the Legion Family.
Thanks to all who helped with all the Holiday
Festivities at the Post.

We have a dinner on January 6, we will
be serving a roast beef dinner. Come out and
purchase a dinner and enjoy our post and all
your friends.

Our next Rendezvous will be on January
24th, at 7:00 PM.

Merci, Robbie Garland, La Presidente

ORATORICAL REPORT

Oratorical Contest News
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WHO: You. American Legion Members, Auxil-
iary, S.A.L, Legion Riders, family and friends!

WHAT: Post 137 Oratorical Scholarship Contest

WHERE: Webb-Wesconnett Public Library on
103rd, St.

WHEN: Saturday, Jan. 7th from 1:00 PM to 5:00
PM.

WHY: Because there are free refreshments and
you can not only show your support for the pro-
gram but mingle with your buddies, local com-
munity leaders and maybe a politician or two.

At this time I have two firm contest-
ants — one from Sonshine Christian Academy in
Callahan and one from Bolles. Two other poten-
tial contestants are from Ribault and Frank Pe-
terson Academy.

Radio 89.9 was prepared to air a session
with the students but I could not find a student
who had the time to leave school and record the
event. Most of the students take many ad-
vanced classes and with holidays approaching
they have many tests and academic things to
attend to. I am still trying to get another date
between now and the contest date.

I have invited local TV stations to come
and film at least a part of the contest. I won't
know until closer to the contest date if they will
attend. But if you do plan to attend, dress and
act accordingly since you may be on camera!

I have already started visiting more
schools and talking to students in grades 9 and
10 to generate interest for next year’s competi-
tion.

I could use at least 3 volunteers if any-
one is interested. I need time keepers and chap-
erones for the students. The students must have
an adult chaperone with them to ensure they

Con’t on page 11

3rd VICE COMMANER I was personally thanked by one the VA
Hospital patients for the comb in the gift bag. He
Hello Legion family said that he had been trying to get a comb for

about three months. This simple thank you rein-
forces the value of our Christmas visits to the VA
Hospital each year.

80 patients at the Jacksonville VA clinic

were provided refreshments on Thursday, Decem-

. ) ber 15, 2011 from Santa’s helpers: Binion Williams,
when Santa arrives. I also want to extend a big )

. Lynn Swann and Robert and Shirley Hall.

thanks to Don for being Santa for Post 137 on Dec. , .
17th. There was a Christmas visit to the Lake
City VA Domiciliary on Saturday, Dec. 17. More
information on this visit in the next Bugler.

Next regular visit to the Lake City VA
Hospital will be Friday, January 27. We will de-
part Post 137 at 4:30 PM and if you have not yet
attended one of these visits, please join us.

I hope that everyone had a joyous and wonderful
New Year. I want to give big thanks to the ladies of
the Auxiliary, Don Schulz and all those who
helped out with the children’s Christmas party. Its
always a pleasure to see the smiles of the kids

For God and Country
Walter Rasco

4th Vice Commander VAVS Report

Wishing all Post members a healthy and
prosperous New Year.

17 members of Post 137 and Voiture 304
and affiliated organizations participated in the Fri-
day, December 02 VAVS visit to the Lake City VA
Hospital. 200 gifts bags were passed out to patients
in both VA Hospital and Nursing Home. The par-
ticipants were Ardale Shannon, Binion Williams,
Lynn Swann, Lewis Gray, Sandi Gentry, Debra
Giesinger, Donna Runyan, Bill Kelley, Barbara
Reyna, Zoe Jowers (Auxiliary), Elijah Jowers
(SAL), Sarah Mackey, Al Sciarratta, Robert Hall
and Shirley Hall, Mrs. Santa Claus (Myra Jowers)
and Santa Claus.

Each gift bag contained a comb, tooth-
paste, toothbrush, chap stick, pair of socks, emery
board, and four Christmas Cards and postage

For God and Country,
Carl Jowers, 4th Vice Commander

Always be at war with your vices, at peace
with your neighbors, and let each year find
you a better man.

Benjamin Franklin

Want your ad here? | Call (904) 387-3373

* Auto

| BOB * Home

+ Life

BROOKS =«

RV

stamps. The gift bags were individually decorated . Insuurance < Commangial Thick
from students at Hyde Park Elementary School. ‘ * Motorcycle
Also, donated to the VA Hospital were the @ Qver 80, Comprien
b —— Bob Brooks

following case goods, which were paid for by gen-
erous contributions to the Post 137 VAVS pro-
grams: Denture Cleanser Tablets, Body Wash,
Mouthwash & Gargle, Shampoo, Shave Cream and
Laundry Detergent..

1245 Cassat Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32205
(904) 384-8888

Fax (904) 384-5291

PROGRESSIVE

RMBrooks2001@yahoo.com
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CHAPLAIN REPORT

More about love —-Love God and one another

The purpose of your time on earth is not
about acquiring possessions, attaining status
achieving success, or even experiencing happi-
ness. Those are secondary issues. Life is all
about love and developing relationships — with
God and with other people. You may succeed in
other areas, but if you fail to learn how to love
God and others, you missed the reason God cre-
ated you. Learning to love life’s most important
lesson. Here's the problem: Love is unnatural for
us. It's human nature to think about ourselves
first. We naturally do what is in our best interest,
often without regard to how it effects others. Re-
al love is placing the needs of others before our
own. It is making your problem, my problem. It
is giving to another without a guarantee of get-
ting anything in return. It's giving others what
they need, not what they deserve. Although love
can create intense feeling, love is not a feeling, it
is a choice, an action, a way of behaving, a com-
mitment. Love is sacrificing for others. Remem-
ber — Real love focuses on how I can serve you,
not on how you can serve me. It's the opposite of
our selfish tendencies.

Support our Legion and the programs we
have. Remember to bring in your unserviceable
American Flags, we dispose of them with honor.

It is my sad duty to report to you the
names of our Legionnaires who have transferred
to Post Everlasting: Harmon E. Bonner and Rob-
ert Thomas Wood. Keep these Legionnaires and
their families in your thoughts and prayers.

Remember our sick and incapacitated.

May God bless you all.

For God and Country

Tony Romano, Chaplain
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CLUB MANAGERS REPORT

The new calendar year is here and we
hope everyone had a great holiday season. The
Canteen is the place to be with College Bowl
Games and NFL Playoffs on the weekends in
January. New Sweepstakes Bingo Machines are
here for your enjoyments along with our Lottery
Machine. Make Post 137 your only stop for your
Sweepstakes and Lottery needs. Wi Fi is back
thanks to our sweepstakes company, connect into
the internet via your computer or smartphone for
your entire web browsing needs.

There is always something happening at
your Post Home. Monday is Free Pool, Tuesday
is Darts, Wednesday is Karaoke, Thursday is Wii
Bowling, Friday is Dinner, Friday and Saturday is
Live Entertainment and Sunday is Breakfast.
Come on out, support your Post Canteen and see
why Lakeshore Post 137 is the finest Post in Flori-
da. You won't be disappointed.

Suggestions and Comments are always
welcome in my office, by telephone or e-mail.
Thank you.

Serving Veterans and Our Legion Family Daily,
Bill Kelly

AUXILIARY

The Auxiliary has had another busy,
busy month of activities for our programs, and
projects. Thanks to everyone that helped and all
who supported us. We’d like to extend our
thanks to Buchanan Signs for the repair to our
Banner.

Anyone who gets the paper, we need
manufacture coupons to send to the overseas ba-
ses please. If you cut them out they can be up to
3 months old, and if you just bring the inserts for
us to cut out up to 2 months old.

Con’t on page 5

Rod & Pole Benders Con’t from page 8

R&P donated $500.00 to Boys State,
$500.00 to Girls State and $1,000.00 to Wounded
Warriors. R&P will have breakfast on January 8,
2012 and again on January 29th. Our next
monthly meeting will be Monday, January 9t at
7:00 PM. Remember to renew your membership
for 2012. R & P will be rewriting the bylaws; we
are looking for a positive input. We have not
heard any pros or cons on the Seine issues on the
speckle trout. We will keep you informed.

See you on the water Debbie Sisk

HISTORIAN

November and December were very
busy. There were many events and activities. |
was out of town plus some personal matters

But whether I'm there or not anyone who at-
tends and has a camera and takes pictures, I
would be happy to collect these pictures. If I
don’t get a copy to load into archives it’s like
they don’t exist. A good example would be the
Follies. That evening there were many people
taking pictures but only one person has given
me copies of their pictures. To the Post and fu-
ture generations the other pictures that were tak-
en are “lost”. So please if you attend a function
and take pictures burn me a disk or a flash drive,
contact me and we’ll work something out. Just
get me the copies. I will process them and even
if they are not all used on the web, they will still
be stored on the Post hard drive. Never assume
because you know what happens then! The pre-
sent will all too soon become the past and future
generations will want to see how we enjoyed our
Legion. There is plenty of room on the hard-
drive so help me fill it up and let’s let future gen-

slowed me down on uploading the pictures from eration share our good times.

these events. I think everything is now as up to
date as possible, except the Adult Halloween
Party. I was unable to attend and have not re-
ceived copies from anyone who took pictures.
Please any time you take pictures get me a copy
of all you take. If I don’t get a copy, I can’t get it
into the Post History.

Somehow it is often assumed that when
there is an event the Historian will be there to
take the pictures. As we all know as much as
we would like to attend every event at our Post,
that is not always possible.

The By-Laws define the job of Historian
in Article VI, “Duties of Officers” Section 10,
Historian states “the Historian shall Collect all
records and data...concerning the activities of the
Post” To collect is defined as “to gather or ob-
tain”. Please understand that I enjoy participat-
ing and attempt to make as many functions as
possible and really enjoy taking the pictures.

For God and Country,
Rick Wiggs, Historian

Happy N
New Year!: /
.?~§\,,/+

i

\\ ’/ Y
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AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

Hello Riders

Well Riders, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all of you for attending /
supporting the USO Phone Home Program in
November. It was a success with a little over
$3000.00 in cash donations and $3000.00 in
phone cards. We also had a great ride to the VA
Domiciliary in Lake City on Dec. 3. Yes Rid-
ers, we call that a big deal for Veteran’s Pro-
grams. Remember Legion Family it is our goal
to make the 5th District of Florida the most out-
standing District in Florida and Post 137 is the
Friendliest Post in the State Of Florida and
South Georgia. Be a leader and be proud of
Post 137.

Legion Family, the ALR will continue
with collections of Domiciliary items. Keep
those items coming and will deliver them in
March. Thank you, your donations do make a
difference.

RIDE SAFE — RIDE PROUD

Ted Boutwell
Director Chapter 137

ROD & POLE BENDERS

We hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas
and a very Happy New Year. Let’s begin with
our November fishing tournament with Big Jim
getting Big Fish and Tom Tercha getting Aggre-
gate. We had no fishing tournament in Decem-
ber; however we had our annual Christmas Par-
ty on December 3, 2011 which went very well.
Congratulations to our Fishermen. Our 1st Place
winner, Tom Tercha received Fisherman of the
Year. Our 20 place winner was Larea Scofield
and 3rd place winner Binion Williams. GREAT
JOB!
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ALLEN L. POUCHER, JR.,
P.A
Certified Veterans Benefits

Attorney

DO YOU HAVE ANY ESTATE PLAN-
NING DOCUMENTS?
QUESTIONS ABOUT VA BENEFITS &
MEDICAID?

Ask a Certified VA Benefits
Attorney.

We specialize in Elder Law, VA Ben-
efits Planning,
Estate Planning & Medicaid Plan-
ning.

2257 Riverside Avenue * Jack-

sonville, FL 32204
904-389-2200 * VA #652-2967 *
www.poucherlaw.com

R & P has elected our new officers for 2012.

President - Ray Runyan
Vice President - John Adams
Treasurer - Binion Williams
Secretary - Debbie Sisk
Con’t on page 9
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Ewelyn “Ewie”™ Pankck
Disirict Manager

evelyn pankokfrsalusiy bz
G302 Hyde Goove Ave
Jacksoille, Fonda 32X10

Auxiliary Con't from page 4

Items for our troops overseas are still
needed, as we have a group that we are sending
to. Items may be brought to either the Auxiliary
Meeting or Legion Meeting.

Your Box Tops for Education, Campbell
Soup Labels, paper towel rolls, small recyclable
containers, and any type of craft items are needed
for Hyde Park Elementary. This is an ongoing pro-
ject.

To those that donated desserts or other
dishes to either the Children’s Christmas Party or
to the Commander’s Christmas, the Wounded
Warriors Lunch - much appreciation for your as-
sistance.

The 2rd Annual Santa Pictures was well
attended. Thanks for bringing your grandchildren,
pets and each other. Carl Jowers was Santa, Sandy
Gentry took the pictures. Jim Sisk made the frame
for the outside pictures, and to all who helped us
set it up weekly we truly appreciate you!!!

Diane Rousseau the Department of Florida
President visited Post 137. President Diane en-
joyed getting to meet so many of you and an excel-
lent dinner. The Legion, SAL & ALR all came out
to join the Auxiliary and show that we are Legion
Family.

Huge Thanks for the generous donations
from Rod & Pole Benders of $1,000 for Wounded
Warrior Program and $500 to Girls State. JJ and
Patricia O’'Brian also made a donation to the Auxil-
iary for a program of the Unit’s choice. Thank you,
Thank you, Thank you all!!!

The Auxiliary will do Breakfast January 15
& 22nd and on January 13t the dinner will be Steak
or Chicken and on the 27t it will be Baked Pork
Chops.

The Wounded Warrior Lunch after the
Legion Meeting, January 14th will be 15 Bean Soup
with Ham, Cornbread, Salad and Dessert. Please
come & give generously to the Wounded Warrior
Program.

Membership as of December 2nd is at
68.48% with 402 of 587 members paid. Please,
we need you to pay your dues, it determines
things such as: how many girls get to go to Girls
State from our Unit. Your present key card will no
longer be effective as of January, 2012.

For GOD & COUNTY,
Vera Stevens, Auxiliary President

SONS of the AMERICAN LEGION since 1932
S.A.L. Report

Happy New Year Legion Family,

Renewals! Renewals! Renewals ! SAL
membership renewals are at approx. 60%. Please
renew as soon as possible. We need 18 more cards
to reach Department’s goal of 65% by January 10.
Let’s get those renewals in to meet these goals. I
thank you in advance for your help with member-
ship. If you are a new member or have recently
renewed, you will find your New Card in the SAL
bag. Check with the bartender to get your New
Card and Door Key.

These past few months the SAL has met the goals
with our fund raising. We have provided funds
for the VA&R Christmas Party, Local VA Clinic
Visits, Children & Youth Special Olympics, Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network, and Disaster Prepared-
ness. These programs are the real meaning of the
American Legion and Veteran Programs. It is all of
you in the Legion Family that makes this happen.
With the New Year in, we are planning to continue
these great programs. I thank each of you for your
contributions to our programs. Iknow we will
have another successful year with your continued
support.

For God and Country
Ted Boutwell. SAL Commander
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January 2012

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
No Breakfast ~\[/, Steering Com Mtg. 6:30 PM Auxiliary Meeting Exec Dinner 5:30 PM—7 PM ALR Meeting 10 AM
N\WZ- & & 6:30PM, General 7:30 PM g
New Years Day B Color Guard Mtg. 7 PM i Cabane—Roast Beef
7,,/:\\\\\\\:}( b | Voiture 304 Mtg. 7 PM
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!! TN Wii Bowlin
A / \ \. 5 N g
=2 I.,'-\\\ DARTS 7 PM 8:30PM
5 KARAOKE 7:30PM d@ ' J | Bgrespmazam || I igoe 8 PM-12 AM
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Rod & Pole Breakfast Rod & Pole Meeting 7 PM Legion Executive Committee SAL Meeting 7 PM Dinner 5:30 PM—7 PM Legion Gen Assembly 10 AM
8:30 AM-11 AM Bugler Articles Due Meeting 6:30 PM Auxiliary—Steak or Chicken | Wounded Warrior Lunch
5TH District Mtg. Post #137 = > % 2 40 & 8 Petite Prom 40 & 8 Petite Prom
2PM =~ "Free pool 6 PM-11 PM DARTS 7 PM (% Wii Bowling Jim Craft 8 PM-12 AM - -
KARAOKE 7:30PM 7:30PM ,E Jim Craft 8 PM-12 AM
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Auxiliary Breakfast MIAP Committee Mtg. 6 PM Birthday Night VA Clinic Visit 9AM Color Guard—Country Fried
. . . Steak 5:30 PM—7 PM
8:30 AM-11 AM Bring Something to Eat Double Shot
40 & 8 Petite Prom. e Free pool % Meat, Salad, or Desert Wii Bowling Double Shot 8 PM-12 AM
T 6pmi1pm DARTS @ 7 pm !(ARAOKE 7:30 PM 7:30 PM JJ| BPwizAM
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Aucxiliary Breakfast Color Guard Meeting 7 PM Work On Bugler for Mailing Dinner 5:30 PM- 7 PM
8:30AM—11AM Cabane Mtg. 7:-00 PM 9 AM—12 PM Aux—Pork Chops
%,ﬂ 6 PM-11 PM ARAOKE 7:30 PM Wii Bowling Barry Shaw Barry Shaw
5 DARTS % 7 PM % 7:30 PM JJ| spwizam 8 PM--12 AM
—)
29 30 31
Rod & Pole
Breakfast 8:30 AM —11 AM @4\% ? ] ?

Bartender appreciation night!

"""""" Free pool 6 PM-11 PM

DARTS % 7 PM




